Minutes of the meeting of Great Milton Parish Council (GMPC) held at the Pavilion on Monday 16th December 2024, at 7.30pm
Present: S Harrod, (Chair) B Fox (Vice Chair), M Horsley (MH) and A Noble (AN)
In attendance: Allison Leigh (Locum Clerk), Georgina Heritage (District Councillor), Member of the public
144/24
Apologies for Absence:  Councillors David Harms, Sarah MacMahon
145/24
Variation of order of business:  None
146/24
Declarations of members’ interest (if any)

None.
147/24
Reports:  The following reports were received:

Oxfordshire County Council


The County Councillor was not in attendance, but sent a report.  See Attachment 1.


South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC)

The District Councillor sent a report.  See Attachment 2.


She also noted the following:

· A devolution white paper may be in her next update.
· The Joint Local Plan has been submitted for examination by the independent planning inspector.

· The District’s 5-year land supply is at approximately 4.6.

· She chaired a recent meeting of police and requested that parish councils receive police reports.  They will look into this as well as send details on how to get current local updates.

148/24
Correspondence and Public Discussion


MH noted he had received a phone call about the state of Oxen Piece which needs clearing.  The Vice Chair will investigate this.

No public comments.

149/24
Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the  meeting of the Parish Council held on 18th November 2024 were approved and signed.

150/24
Actions from the previous meeting:  

· Update on the meeting with Tactical Facilities Management (TFM):  The Vice Chair reported that he had a productive meeting with TFM.  The following was agreed as their agreed contracted work:



£35 +Vat - 9 cuts per year - allotment small pathway strimming



£37 +Vat - 18 cuts per year - childrens play park grass cut and strim 



£15 +Vat - 9 cuts per year - additional verge cutting



£235 +Vat - 9 cuts per year - main road verges 



£125 +Vat - 9 cuts per year - thame road verges



£70 +Vat - 18 cuts per year - recreation ground grass cut and strim



£100.02 - 2 cuts per year - Chilworth Road verges



Total per annum - £5,816.04 +Vat



Cost per month - £484.67 +Vat 
The Council and TFM agreed that better communication is needed.  The Council will inspect the areas of work when invoices are sent.
· Switchover date to the .gov.uk website:  The Council resolved for the switchover to the new website to take place on 15/1/25.  The Council would like the following updates:
· Councillor photos
· Past issues of The Bulletin

151/24
Planning Applications:  

P24/S3666/S73
2 Thame Road, Great Milton
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) on application P24/S0154/HH (Demolition of existing outbuilding and construction of new outbuilding) - amendment to design of outbuilding.
Great Milton Parish Council has no comments on the above planning application.

152/24
Finance

A
Payments authorised:
	Payee
	Element
	Amount
	Date
	Cheque number
	Power to Spend

	JM Dudley
	Printing of The Bulletin
	335.20
	18/11/24
	2447
	LGA 1972 s142

	Allison Leigh
	Locum Clerk – expenses
	97.95
	16/11/24
	2448
	LGA 1972 s111

	Allison Leigh
	Locum Clerk – December
	600.00
	31/12/24
	2449
	LGA 1972 s 112

	Bibby Commercial Finance LTD
	TActial Facilities Mgmt – grounds maintenance
	581.60
	16/12/24
	2450
	Open Spaces Act 

	Sheild Maintenance Ltd
	Dog bin emptying
	92.82
	16/12/24
	2451
	Open Spaces Act

	The Howe Trust
	Donation
	100.00
	16/12/24
	2452
	LGA 1972 s 137

	Waterstock Village Fund
	Donation
	500.00
	16/12/24
	2453
	LGA 1972 s 137

	Greenplant
	Refund due to overpayment from Greenplant
	360.00
	16/12/24
	2454
	N/A

	JM Dudley
	Printing of The Bulletin
	311.40
	16/12/24
	2456
	LGA 1972 s142

	River Learning Trust – WPSP
	Donation to Wheatley Park School Prizegiving
	100.00
	16/12/24
	2457
	LGA 1972 s 137

	Great Milton Recreation Ground Maintenance Committee
	Donation 
	1469.98
	16/12/24
	2458
	LGA 1972 s 137


B
The Council reviewed and signed the monthly bank reconciliation, accounts and bank statements.
Bank Reconciliation:

[image: image1.emf]Great Milton Parish Council

Bank reconciliation

Balance at bank as at 30 November 24 £ Book balance as at 30 November 24 £

Current account 38,409.41Brought forward 37,992.24

Santander Business Reserve Account 0.00

38,409.41

Add: Outstanding lodgements Current year 0.00Receipts 25,483.67

Previous years 0.00

Less: Unpresented cheques Current year 0.00Payments -25,066.50

Previous years 0.00

Reconciled balance 38,409.41Carried forward 38,409.41


Statement of Accounts:  These can be found on the website:  2024-2025-GREAT-MILTON-PC-November-Statement-of-Accounts.pdf
C
Donation requests: To consider the following donation requests:

i. Freecycle:  The Council resolved to donate £90 to Freecycle.

ii.  Great Milton Recreation Ground Management Committee:  The Council resolved to donate £1469.98 to the Committee and requested that the Committee submits an annual report to the Parish Council.

iii. Wheatley Park School:  The Council resolved to donate £100 to Wheatley Park School for their prizegiving.

iv. Oxfordshire Mind:  The Council resolved not to donate to Oxfordshire Mind as they haven’t indicated they are assisting local residents.
D
2025/2026 Budget:  The Council considered 2025/2026 budget.  The Council resolved the following:
i. Budget:  £28,042

ii. Precept:  £23,000

154/24
Plans for redevelopment of Le Manoir Aux Quat’Saisons: The Chair reported that representatives from Le Manoir will be in attendance at the January meeting to explain the refurbishment.  This will be on the publicly available agenda.
155/24
Security in the village:  There was no report.
156/24
Oxfordshire Councils Charter:  The Council resolved to adopt the Charter. 
157/24
Meeting dates:  The Council agreed the meeting dates for 2025 as the 3rd Monday of every month.  If there are changes to this, they will be made publicly available.
158/24
Items for next agenda or information only:  
· The Chair reported that there is a meeting with OCC Highways Engagement team on Tuesday the 18th February at 10am

The meeting closed 20:26.
The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be held on
Monday 20th January starting at 7.30pm in The Pavilion.


Agenda items for the January meeting are due to the Locum Clerk by Wednesday, 8th January.
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Focus on Parishes with Cllr Freddie van Mierlo (Chalgrove and Watlington) November 2024
OCC NEWS
Budget setting: The county has entered its budget setting cycle which will culminate at February’s full council meeting, requiring a majority of councillors to support a budget. The government is permitting councils to raise council tax by a total of 5% (including 2% specifically for adult social care), in line with previous years. No decision has been taken yet on proposed rises in council tax in Oxfordshire but must be set against the rising demand for adult and child social care.

SEND Improvement: The department for education has reviewed OCC’s Send Improvement plan at the 6-month mark following on from OCC’s poor Ofsted report. The DfE made observed that OCC has been able to demonstrate the plan for improving the timeliness of new ECHPs is on track; that there has been corporate and political support across the partnership, leading to investment in SEND services in Oxfordshire; and there has been improved accountability and governance structures across the partnership, resulting in actions now being delivered in a timelier way. OCC recognises more needs to be done, which will remain a priority for the council.

Winter Fuel Payments: At a full council meeting on 5th November, councillors passed a motion noting the impact of the governments decision to remove winter fuel payments and directing the council to work to encourage uptake of pension credit (and therefore winter fuel payments for those eligible) and to work to develop a scheme to support pensioners locally in Oxfordshire.

Streetlighting proposals deferred: Proposals to reduce streetlighting at night in support of dark skies initiatives, save costs and carbon emissions have been deferred in order to consult more widely with stakeholders. This follows concerns raised by community groups about the proposals.

Priority fund: Monies have now all been allocated from the councillor priority fund. A new round of funding will be contingent on being agreed at the next budget, with applications likely opening after May’s county council elections.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Booking system for recycling centres: OCC is introducing a booking system for HWRCs in 2025
Ride the bus for £1: Fares to cost just £1 on Sundays in December
Free mental health app for young people: App aimed at 11-18 year olds
Car clubs to continue: Success of trials sees car clubs made permanent.
Road gritters: Oxfordshire is preparing for ice and snow with a new salt barn and gritters
GRANTS
Cost of living support extended: Cost of living support, including the Residents Support Scheme for anyone experiencing financial crisis will continue is extended to 31 March 2025.
CONSULTATIONS
Live well with dementia: Survey open until 20 December
Period poverty: Feedback on provision of free period products in council buildings Local Nature Recovery Strategy: Consultation on phase three open to 1 December Watlington Relief Road: Consultation on planning application open until 21 December
PARISH ROUND-UP
Not all parishes are covered – below is a selection of the main updates.
Berrick Salome
· Planning application: OCC has responded to P24/S3131/FUL (The Orchard, Braze Lane) with an objection based on transport, requesting further information from the applicant. Issues cited include the lack of direct pedestrian footway not in compliance with the NPPF, OCCs Local Transport and Connectivity Plan 2022 and SODC Local Plan.

· Benson Relief Road: Progress on the road continues, including construction of a new wetland habitat as part of flood compensation work

Chalgrove
· Traffic survey: OCC has provided the read out of a traffic survey of B480.
Ewelme
· CLEUD: OCC’s planning committee met on 25th November to determine recommendations made by officers to approve the certificate of lawful existing use or development (CLEUD) with limitations. Councillors decided to defer the decision pending further engagement with both the applicant (Hazel and Jeffries) and Ewelme Parish Council. Councillors requested that the application comes back to the planning committee for their decision (rather than delegated to officers).

· Mud on road: Reported to officers. Residents can also report directly via Fix My Street.
Lewknor
· Manor Close: No update – awaiting further news from developer & OCC (no response to chasing).
· Hill Road steps: Officers held meetings with the trees team (23/10) to agree what needed to be cut back and are reviewing the need for temporary closure of layby to facilitate works vehicles. Project is due for completion this financial year (before April 2025).

Swyncombe
· B480 Flooding: Contractors investigated ponding on the B480 at Cookley Green and cleared gullies. Further work will take place to help resolve the issues long term.

Watlington
· Relief Road: OCC has submitted a revised planning application for the relief road. A public consultation is taking place, and is open until 21 December. Capital funding will need to be agreed at the February budget meeting of all councillors.
· Charlotte Coxe Trust: Officers are compiling a report on future governance models and have engaged the advice of Geldards Solicitors. A committee meeting will be held upon completion of the report to discuss and to sign off accounts (likely December or January)

· Red Kite View to Cuxham Road path: Work is (finally!) being carried out. Replacement trees for those cut down being pursued with OCC.

· High Street Parking: Officers will enhance enforcement of parking restrictions on the High Street following resident reports.
· Damaged barrier: Damage to white railings on Brook Street reported to OCC.
· Footpath clearance: Footpaths have been cleared between Watlington and Shirburn
Attachment 2
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District Councillor Report 
Haseley Brook ward

03 December 2024 

Meetings and Council Activity
There hasn’t been a full council meeting over the past month but it’s been a full calendar of Council and Cabinet activity, much of which is detailed later in this report.

In the Haseley Brook ward, the majority of communications I received from residents in November have related to flooding issues. Many of the problems have to be referred to Oxfordshire County Council (and some to Thames Water and/or our MP) and I can’t always offer as much help as I would like, but I fully appreciate the serious problems residents are experiencing and I will always endeavour to assist or advise if I can. Applications for the Councillor grant scheme closed on 29th November and, perhaps unsurprisingly, two of the five Haseley Brook applications are for flood

defence equipment.
With regard to this grant scheme, the total requested by the five applications in our ward is £10,700 which exceeds the £5,000 councillor grant allowance quite significantly, and it’s a similar picture in most South Oxon wards. It will be a difficult task to work through the applications with the aim of distributing funds fairly, but it’s great to see so many fantastic community-focused applications.

I recently presented to Cabinet the details for a new Performing Arts grant, which had been proposed and agreed in February 2024. I’ll look forward to providing more information on this exciting community-based scheme soon. Over the past month I have also chaired the Health Improvement Partnership at County Hall and look forward to introducing the report from this meeting at the

statutory Health & Wellbeing Board this Thursday 5th. Next week I shall be chairing the PCC and Chief Constable’s annual report on 10th December, and preparing for Full Council on Thursday 12th.

48 affordable new homes in Thame and Wheatley
The first of three new projects to provide 48 new, genuinely affordable and energy efficient homes in Thame and Wheatley to meet local needs is now finished and has welcomed new tenants. The homes are a combination of new builds and conversions and will include one-bed houses and flats at

affordable rent or under a shared ownership scheme, as well as independent living accommodation for over 55 and 60-year-olds.

Brought to life through SODC’s partnership work with Soha Housing, Thame Community Land Trust and Thame & District Housing Association, the homes are largely funded by Section 106 affordable housing grants from developer contributions.

In Thame, the first residents have moved into their new homes and are enjoying energy saving solar roof panels and ground source heat pumps which will help keep energy bills low, as well as access to EV charging points.

A newly-built property in Wheatley of 12 one-bed apartments is also welcoming new tenants. The eco features mean the building will achieve zero carbon emissions when in use.

In addition, work is due to start on a third project of 31 affordable rent or shared ownership new-
build houses and flats in Thame in 2025. The mix of new, affordable homes was established through a housing needs survey specific to Thame and will be available for people with a local connection to

Thame.
Vision for the future of sports pitches and leisure facilities approved
A vision for the future of sports and leisure facilities across South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse districts was approved by both Cabinets last week. With both councils committed to creating healthy and inclusive communities, the aim is to support wellbeing through increasing opportunities to be physically active, with high-quality, accessible and affordable local facilities near to where people work and live. The councils have produced Leisure Facilities Assessments and Strategies and Playing Pitch Strategies that set out the current and future provision of facilities across the two districts. The reports identify the high level, strategic need to protect and enhance existing facilities, alongside the need to provide new facilities ranging from tennis courts, gym facilities and swimming pools, to pitches for football, rugby union, cricket and hockey.

The councils appointed external experts to help identify what was already available, what needed improvements and where new facilities could be introduced in the districts. Each district then ran consultations earlier this year between March and April 2024 asking sports clubs, leisure users and

sports enthusiasts, alongside residents and town and parish councils, to have their say on sports and leisure facilities provision – and to give their feedback about what the Councils, in partnership with other organisations, need to protect, enhance, and provide.

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils both unanimously approved the
strategies at Cabinet meetings in November, and SODC’s report can be viewed here: Cabinet Agenda 28/11/24
The next steps will be to create action plans linked to the strategies and to work in partnership with sports clubs, town and parish councils, national governing bodies, leisure providers and other organisations to allocate funding and support projects going forward.

Council Vehicle Decarbonisation Update
South Oxfordshire and Vale councils have taken delivery of their first electric food waste collection
vehicle, as well as two new electric vans on their maintenance fleet, as part of the councils’ ambitions to decarbonise vehicle fleets and move towards net zero.

The food waste vehicle, a Terberg EV ORUS, was delivered to the Culham depot of waste contractor Biffa earlier this autumn. It is being used throughout both district council areas as part of the fleet of 12 food waste collection trucks. The diesel food waste trucks each cover approximately, 26,000 miles
per year, which with an average load would produce 30.9 tonnes of CO2e (carbon dioxide equivalent). By changing to an electric food waste vehicle the councils expect to save more than 20 tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent a year.

In addition to the reduction in carbon emissions, the EV will also save time and energy as it has a compressor function which means that despite being the same overall size as the other food waste trucks, it can take more food waste before it fills up. This means fewer trips to the food waste

reprocessing facility in Wallingford to empty the truck before it can continue its collection round. The new vehicle also has a lift to allow the bins to be mechanically lifted and emptied into the waste compartment, which will be quicker for the collection crew as the current food trucks are loaded by hand. The vehicle like most EVs, is also quieter than diesel and petrol vehicles.

With regard to the maintenance vehicles I mentioned, the all-electric Renault Kangoo vans will be used by the parks team and the public toilet cleaning team to travel throughout both districts, as they conduct inspections, perform cleaning and maintenance work, and make deliveries to various sites.

These electric vehicles (EVs) will replace petrol and diesel vans, making a significant impact on reducing the councils' carbon emissions – it is estimated each van has saved 475.25kg of carbon dioxide equivalent in the first two months of use.

Their arrival is the beginning of a broader plan by the councils to fully convert the 12-strong fleet of maintenance vehicles used by the facilities, toilet cleaning, and parks teams to electric vans within the next three years.

Parks officer, Richard Embling, who uses one of the new EVs every day, said, “Charging is
straightforward, as most of the areas I visit are in towns where we've installed chargers in council car parks. The range is decent, between 130 to 160 miles on a full ‘tank’ depending on the weather and

the load I have onboard. This means I could go about three days without charging and still have some range left”.

Food businesses asked to ‘❤️ your area’
Food businesses in South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse are being asked to play a key role in reducing litter by supporting the district councils’ ‘❤️ your area’ campaign.
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils are looking to local traders as well as national names to display anti-litter stickers on takeaway food packaging and posters at their

premises. By doing so, businesses can help to create cleaner, more welcoming streets for everyone.
The councils’ ‘❤️ your area’ initiative aims to tackle the rising issue of litter in public spaces. During the summer banners and posters were displayed in prominent areas to remind people enjoying food and drink outdoors to bin their litter or take it home. With the weather getting colder, the councils

are now focussing on encouraging takeaways and other food businesses to help spread the message.
The first business to sign up to the campaign is McDonald’s whose local franchisee has agreed to add the councils' sticker to packaging handed to their drive-thru customers at Abingdon and Milton

Heights and to walk-in customers at Botley and Didcot. A banner opposite the front door of the Abingdon premises has also been reminding people leaving the restaurant to bin their litter.

If you run a food business and would like to get involved, or know someone who does, you can email waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
Leisure Facilities Update
We have some really positive leisure updates, including great news for gym users across South Oxfordshire, with a major investment by the council of £210,000 in new, state-of-the-art gym equipment. Park Sports Centre in Wheatley, Abbey Sports Centre in Berinsfield and Thame Leisure Centre will all benefit from new equipment, including treadmills, bikes, weights and resistance machines.
Working in partnership with leisure providers (GLL) has enabled the council to secure the best possible equipment at the best available price from Technogym. Users will start to see the new equipment from late November and during December. Where possible the equipment purchased is using the latest technology along with self-powered kit, ensuring residents continue to receive the latest cutting-edge equipment on the market.

Much of the current gym equipment at all the centres is over 10 years old and the gyms will benefit from a boost with new, modern equipment.

The Technogym equipment works off a ‘Wellness Cloud’ allowing residents to use Wi-Fi programmes across any leisure centre they are at for this system. All equipment is compatible with the Better Mobile App used by members to support their fitness programmes.

Old equipment will go back to Technogym and as much of the old equipment will be recycled as possible.
We’re also pleased to report that SODC and its leisure provider, Better, are celebrating a successful 2024 summer season at Riverside Park and Pools, with almost 16,000 visitors to the outdoor pool which is a significant rise from previous years (up 17.8 per cent compared to 2023) and a testament to the pool's popularity. The season extended from 25 May to 8 September 2024, with the

introduction of lots of new activities.
The newly redeveloped splash pad again proved to be an enormous hit with visitors, drawing consistent crowds and reaffirming its popularity as a key feature of the destination.

As well as the return of regular activities such as aqua aerobics, swimming lessons and swim doctors, some of the other standout offerings included a First Aid and Water Safety Day on 16 August, which included a children's water safety lesson, followed by an adult CPR and First Aid session. This year also saw the return of the popular Summer Solstice event, where the pool stayed open from 5am to 9pm so swimmers could enjoy both the sunrise and sunset.

The newly launched ‘End of Season Dog Swim’ was hugely popular. This sold-out event allowed dogs to take a splash in the pool, accompanied by their delighted owners. Due to its overwhelming

success, the Dog Swim is sure to become a regular feature in future seasons.
The campsite has continued to be extremely popular, with guests frequently praising the experience and sharing positive feedback about their stay. Nearly every weekend saw the campsite fully booked, and there wasn't a night without campers.

Looking ahead to the next season there are plans to expand the site with more pitches and a fully accessible Changing Places facilities will be available at the Camping block toilets. Work is currently underway to improve the accessibility at the site with the installation of accessible moorings and

improved pathways.


