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DRAFT Minutes of the meeting of Great Milton Parish Council (GMPC) held at 

the Pavilion on Monday 17th February 2025, at 7.30pm 
 
Present: B Fox (Vice Chair), Councillors M Horsley (MH), David Harms (DH), Sarah 
MacMahon (SM) and Andrew Noble (AN) 
 
In attendance: Allison Leigh (Locum Clerk), Jacqueline Wren (Clerk), and the 

Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator. 
 
175/24 Apologies for Absence:  Stephen Harrod (Chair), Georgina Heritage 

(District Councillor) 
 
176/24 Variation of Order of Business:  None 
 
177/24 Declarations of members’ interests: None 
 
178/24 Reports: 

  
 South Oxfordshire District Council 
 
 A report was received from the District Councillor. See Attachment 1. 
   
 DH noted that new calculations show South Oxfordshire has a land supply 

of 4.5yrs and that OCC have set the budget to include a 4.99% increase in 
council tax.  

 
 
 Oxfordshire County Council 
 
 A report was received from the County Councillor.  See Attachment 2. 
 
 The Vice Chair advised that the Police Report should be removed from 

future agendas as Thames Valley Police have advised they will no longer 
be providing reports. 
 

179/24 Correspondence and Public Discussion 
 Updates from Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC) were 
noted. 
 
An invitation to the Community Currents Workshop from River Thame 
Conservation Trust was received. 
 

180/24 Minutes of the previous meeting 
The minutes of the meeting of the 20th January 2025 were approved and 
signed. 

   
181/24 Actions from the previous meeting:  The council reviewed the actions 

from the previous meetings: 
- Vice Chair to review moss on pavement in Oxen Piece 
- Photographs for the website needed from DH, SM, AN 
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- Clerk to complete the mandate changes on Unity account to enable the 
account switchover 

 
182/24 Training: It was agreed that the council will fund two upcoming training 

courses with OALC: 
New Clerks’ Finance – 30th April 
New Clerk’s Training – 8th May   
Clerk to book training and advise council of the costs. It was noted that any 
funds remaining in the 24/25 budget should be used for these courses. 
 

183/24 Planning Applications:  The council discussed the following application: 
 

P25/S0336/HH and P25/S0337/LB 
Tanners Cottage Lower End Great Milton OX44 7NF 
Single-storey glazed extension to side/rear. Infill existing covered bay to 
rear. 

 
It was agreed that there is likely to be limited impact as the extension is 
already a covered area. This property falls within a ward which does not 
currently have a Councillor, therefore SM was allocated to discuss with the 
property’s immediate neighbours to understand any concerns they may 
have. The council resolved to ask for an extension to the consultation 
deadline to allow for a decision to be made at next month’s meeting. 
 

184/24 Finance 
 
A Payments authorised: 
 

Payee Element Amount Date Cheque 
number 

Power to 
Spend 

Jacqueline 
Wren 

Clerk’s expenses £33.56 31/1/25 2467 Local 
Government 
Act (LGA) 
1972 s111 

Staff Staff costs £172.40 17/2/25 2468 LGA 1972 
s112 

Staff Staff costs £540.48 28/2/25 2469 LGA 1972 
s112 

Allison Leigh Locum Clerk - 
expenses 

£58.65 17/2/25 2470 LGA 1972 
s111 

Allison Leigh Locum Clerk - 
February 

£600.00 17/2/25 2471 LGA 1972 
s111 

Bibby 
Financial 
Services 

Tactical Facilities 
Management – 
Dec 24 + Jan 25 

£1163.20 17/2/25 2472 Open 
Spaces Act 
1906 s10 

Jonathan 
Dudley 

Bulletin – Layout 
and printing 
February 2025 

£287.60 17/2/25 2473 LGA1972 s 
142 

 
 Receipts – There were no receipts. 
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B Bank Reconciliation and Accounts: The bank reconciliation and 
statement of accounts were agreed and signed. 

 
185/24:  Asset inspection:  The Locum Clerk noted that the Asset Register required 

updating with details of the routine inspection of assets for internal audit. 
The Asset Register was updated accordingly and the Clerk will review in 
preparation for the forthcoming audit. 

 
186/24 Security in the village:  The Neighbourhood Watch coordinator advised 

that it had been a quiet December and January for security concerns but 
that he was notified of a break-in on Lower End on 2nd February where a car 
and cash was stolen. This was reported to Thames Valley Police.  

 The Neighbourhood Watch coordinator emphasised the importance of 
timely reporting in these instances. 

 
187/24 Items for next agenda or information only 
 

- It was noted that the correspondence address for the council needs to 
be updated with SODC Planning. 

- DH noted another Litter Pick needed before spring growth makes it 
impractical. Litter on village roads to be added to the agenda for next 
month. 

- The Vice Chair advised that the meeting with Highways has been 
rearranged for 9th April at 10am. 

 
The meeting closed at 20:30. 
 

 
The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be held on 

Monday 17th March starting at 7.30pm in The Pavilion. 
 

Agenda items for the March meeting are due to the Clerk by 
Wednesday, 6th March 2025 
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Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2 
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