
 
 

DRAFT Minutes of the meeting of Great Milton Parish Council (GMPC) held at the 
Pavilion on Monday 17th March 2025, at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Stephen Harrod (Chair), Bill Fox (Vice Chair), Councillors David Harms (DH), 
Sarah MacMahon (SM) and Andrew Noble (AN) 
 
In attendance: Jacqueline Wren (Clerk), Georgina Heritage (District Councillor), Andrew 
Waterman (AW) and Andrew Busby (AB) (South and Vale DCs) and a member of the 
public. 
 
  
188/24 Apologies for Absence: Councillor M Horsley 
 
189/24 Variation of order of business:  None 
 
190/24 Declarations of members’ interests: None 
 
191/24 Haseley Trading Estate 
 
 Andrew Waterman (Project Manager) and Andrew Busby (Corporate Landlord) 

from South Oxfordshire and Vale of the White Horse District Councils gave 
information about the Council’s plans for the site. 

  
 The site (known locally as Countax or Ariens) was purchased jointly by SODC with 

Vale of the White Horse DC in Summer 2024. The property includes the woodland 
adjacent to the A329 through which there is a public footpath.  

- There are a number of dead trees which need to be removed for safety, 
this work will take place before any further development. 

- The Councils plan to invest in the site and retain the largest building (most 
recently built) and demolish the other dilapidated buildings. 

- Planning permission will be sought to develop the site as a vehicle depot 
for electric fleet, to include parking and charging for waste collection and 
road maintenance vehicles. 
 

 The Chair noted that Le Manoir will be moving their main entrance and asked 
about the implications for traffic flow and safety. 

 AW noted that employee numbers on site will be similar to Ariens (approx. 180 
people) 6am-5pm operation in general. Traffic modelling will be conducted to 
assess the network and junction capacity and consider the impact of any 
development on traffic flow and safety. 

  
 The Chair asked whether a roundabout would be possible to combine Manoir 

entrance and Rectory Rd junction and asked the Council representatives if they 
would propose this idea at their forthcoming meetings. AW noted that the 
woodland is protected which would affect any expansion of the junction but agreed 
to raise this option.  

 
 It was noted that the current site is monitored from a security point of view but the 

DCs would be grateful for any information from local residents if there is concern.  
 AW also noted that the social value of any future development of the site will be 

considered and initiatives like refuse crews litter-picking in the local area are likely. 
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 There will be a Public Engagement Event held on Monday 28th April at Little 

Milton Village Hall 3-7pm with a team of consultants present (transport, noise 
etc.). DH to attend. 

  It was agreed that the Council will publish information on the meeting in the April 
Bulletin and GH noted she will also include in her monthly report. 
 

192/24 Reports 
  

 South Oxfordshire District Council 
 
 A report was received from the District Councillor. See Attachment 1. 
 
 Oxfordshire County Council 
 
 A report was received from the County Councillor. See Attachment 2. 
 
193/24 Litter 
 
 DH thanked GH for her responsiveness in coordinating the recent village litterpick 

on 8th March. All agreed litter is a clear problem across the parish and county.  
 GH noted similar problems in Lewknor where there is a particular burden of 

hazardous waste and crews have agreed to check and clear regularly. A similar 
arrangement could potentially be agreed in Great Milton. She will discuss with 
Biffa and SODC waste team. It was noted that fly-tipping on The Forties is a 
particular problem and GH suggested that it may be possible to install cameras. 

 GH agreed to arrange a meeting with the waste team and liaise with DH. 
 It was agreed that Sworford Lane, The Forties and Thame Road are the worst 
areas. 

 
194/24 Correspondence and Public Discussion 

The list of correspondence was reviewed and consultation deadlines noted. 
 
195/24 Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the meeting of the 17th February 2025 were approved and signed.
  

196/24 Actions from the previous meeting:   
 The action list from the February Meeting was reviewed. 
 
197/24 Training:  

The Clerk noted that two training courses have been booked, and she will let the 
Council know when there is further training which would be helpful. 
 

198/24 Planning Applications:   
 The Council discussed the following applications; 
 

P25/S0336/HH and P25/S0337/LB 
Tanners Cottage Lower End Great Milton OX44 7NF 
Single storey glazed extension to side/rear. Infill existing covered bay to rear 

• SM reported that she has spoken with the property’s immediate neighbours, 
and following a meeting with the applicants, there are no concerns. The 
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Council resolved to submit their response that there are no concerns regarding 
this application. 

  
 P25/SO543/A 
 Brimpton Grange Access to Hotel From A40 Milton Common OX9 2JW 
 Replacement signage. 

• The Council discussed the application and resolved to respond that there are 
no concerns regarding this application. 
 

199/24 Finance 
 
A The following payments were authorized: 
 

Payee Element Amount Date Cheque 
number 

Power to 
Spend 

Shield 
Maintenance 
Ltd.  

Dog waste – 
December 2024 

£92.82 27/12/24   

 Dog waste – 
January 2025 

£92.82 31/01/25   

 Dog waste – 
February 2025 

£92.82 28/02/25   

 TOTAL £278.46 17/03/25 2474 Open 
Spaces Act 
1906 s10 

Bibby 
Financial 
Servies Ltd. 

Tactical Facilities 
Management Ltd. 
Feb 25 

£581.60 17/03/25 2475 Open 
Spaces Act 
1906 s10 

Oxfordshire 
Association of 
Local Councils 
(OALC) 

GMPC 
Membership 
2025-2026 

£240.00 17/03/25 2476  

Jacqueline 
Wren 

Clerk’s Expenses £26.00 28/02/25 2477 Local 
Government 
Act (LGA) 
1972 s111 

SLCC Clerk 
Membership 

£150.00 17/03/25 2478 
 

LGA 1972 
s111 

OALC New Clerk’s 
Finance Training 
30th April 2025 

£42.00 17/03/25 2479 LGA 1972 
s111 

OALC New Clerk’s 
Training – 8th May 
2025  

£138.00 17/03/25 2480 LGA 1972 
s111 

Staff Staff costs £411.06 31/03/25 2481 LGA 1972 
s112 

J M Dudley Bulletin £311.40 17/03/25 2482 LGA 1972 
s142 

 
Receipts – there were no receipts. 
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B The February bank reconciliation, statement of accounts and bank statements 
were approved and signed. 

 
The Council resolved not to pre-authorise monthly payments unless this should cause a 
cashflow problem to suppliers. 
 
The Clerk noted that Unity have requested a call from an authorised person to process the 
mandate change form which was submitted. The Vice Chair agreed to resolve this.  
 
200/24 Security in the village:   
 The Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator was not in attendance. 
 
201/24 Items for next agenda or information only 
 

- An insurance pre-renewal questionnaire has been received from the 
Council’s insurers. The current policy is due to renew on 1st June. It was 
agreed that Insurance should be added to next month’s agenda to review 
the level of cover needed and obtain comparative quotes. 

- Following the Tree Survey last year there are works that are due to be 
completed on 24th March. The Vice Chair has reviewed the survey report 
and the Council agreed to proceed with the works at a cost of £1220. 

- The Council discussed the recent news that the Village Shop and Post 
Office is to close. It was noted that there are potential options which may 
make it viable to keep a shop in the village but none are possible without 
the support of local residents. It was agreed that a Public Meeting will be 
held on Monday 31st March at 7pm in the Pavilion to discuss the 
future of a Village Shop. 

 
The meeting closed at 20.35 
 

 
The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be held on 

Monday 14th April starting at 7.30pm in The Pavilion. 
 

Agenda items for the April meeting are due to the Clerk by 
Wednesday, 2nd April 2025 
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Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2 
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