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Cllr Judith Edwards


My Meetings and Council Activity 

It’s been a busy month, getting to grips with council business and attending multiple training sessions on council business, and our various legal responsibilities. So getting around everything has been a bit tricky this month. Apologies to anyone who had to wait for a response from me this month as it’s been a lot to juggle.

In our local area this month the big highlight was Thame Pride, which was a huge undertaking by a big team of volunteers. It was wonderful to have such a festival of inclusivity and community taking part in a small market town. I formally represented the council at the opening of a photography exhibition which was the first event of the weekend and thoroughly enjoyed the event itself on the Saturday. A personal highlight was my son performing with his school band in the opening act. 

I also thoroughly enjoyed the Family Fun afternoon in Tetsworth on Sunday 28th June. This was another fabulous community event, with lots of activities for the whole family. I had fun meeting the therapy goats and admiring the old cars. Sadly, I missed the Stadhampton Summer Party, owing to a family event on the same day but I’m looking forward to the Chalgrove Party in the Park next month.

This month I attended parish council meetings in Great Haseley, Tetsworth, Great Milton and Berrick Salome and Thame Town Council. I’ve also held a private meeting with the chair and town clerk of Little Milton and met with Freddie van Mierlo, our MP to discuss the Great Haseley Trading estate planning application and press SODC staff on the details of the plans. I also enjoyed a visit to the First Steps Family Hub and was introduced to several staff and volunteers. The First Steps Hub is a wonderful organisation but is in need of greater financial security and more trustees on its board. I also took part in the annual ceremony at County Hall to celebrate our armed forces, with a formal flag raising event.

Action log
I was glad to see that several dangerous potholes have been fixed following my intervention in Great Milton. I’ve had discussions with our MP about the Great Haseley Trading estate planning application and the progress he’s been able to make in pushing for improvements to the pumping station at Little Milton that’s been exacerbating flooding issues recently. I’ve also been pushing for answers about when we may be able to see repairs carried out to the Ickford Bridge near Tiddington, and get a longer-term solution with a weight restriction over the bridge. I’ve also reported the dangerous drain cover at the entrance to Swinstead Court in Chalgrove.

Resurfacing Plans 2025/26
I mentioned in last month’s report that there were plans to upgrade the road surface on some key roads in Oxfordshire. Most notably this was done in Thame on the bypass and the Oxford road. The white lines will be repainted soon, I hear, but it’s great to have an improved road surface in some areas at least.
Updated details about the programme, including a map showing where and when the work will be taking place, is available on Oxfordshire County Council’s website. 
Roadside drainage gully cleaning now underway in Chalgrove and Thame West
Work to clean and empty every highway drainage gully in Oxfordshire this year - and every year going forward - is now under way.
For the Chalgrove and Thame West division, the scheduled dates this year are 1st June – 31st July 2025, so if you haven’t had your drains cleared they should be done very soon.
If there are drains that are particularly susceptible to blockage and cause floods, please note these on the FixmyStreet app or website, to make sure that Highways are aware.
Local Government Reorganisation Consultation launched by the County Council
Oxfordshire County Council has launched its consultation on the proposal to have a single unitary authority across Oxfordshire. The link is One council: Your Oxfordshire | Let's Talk Oxfordshire. It should be noted that while contributions from the public will help to shape the proposals to make them more effective, the final decision on which model will be implemented will be made by the Secretary of State.

Share your views on Oxfordshire's recycling centres
The waste and circular economy team would like to receive your views on the recycling centres in Oxfordshire. Your feedback will help them to make future changes to their two policies which include the waste acceptance policy and the van and trailer permit scheme policy.
The questions they are asking are based around understanding:
· which centre you use (if any);
· proposals to change when they are open;
· how they can improve reuse and recycling;
· the types of waste accepted and what vehicles and;
· trailers should have access.
How to take part?
The consultation is live on Let’s Talk, where you can find more information and all responses must be received by 11 August 2025. 
Local Government Reorganisation – One Oxfordshire Consultation
We are asking residents across Oxfordshire for their thoughts about our interim proposal for a single unitary council for Oxfordshire as part of wider local government reorganisation across the country.
This engagement exercise is open for comments until 11.59pm on Sunday 27 July 2025. Your views will help inform our final proposal that we will send to the government by 28 November 2025.
More information and the survey link can be found here. There’s also information about the other proposals on the table via the same link.
For town and parish councils, reorganisation presents the opportunity for local areas to build a new, more efficient way of doing things, potentially including taking on more powers or bringing decision-making closer to communities. Please make sure to include any thoughts you have about how this could work in your area.

Grants and Cost of Living
Hardship fund: OCC’s hardship fund (Resident Support Scheme) is launched in June. Phone: 01865 804171 
Home Upgrade Grants: OCC & its partner AgilityEco is reaching out directly to households who will qualify to benefit from Home Upgrade Grants (to improve energy efficiency for ‘off-grid’ homes)
Councillors’ priority grants launching soon: OCC allocates a small pot of funding to each county councillor to spend on important projects in their division. The criteria and timetable for these grants will be launched soon so watch this space.
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