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Freedom of Information Act – Parish Council Publication Scheme
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 provides rights of public access to information held 
by Public Authorities. The Parish Council adopted a new publication scheme in November 
2019: details can be found on the Parish Council website at https://www.great-milton.
co.uk/freedom-of-information/. Residents can see records of the policies and practices of 
the Parish Council including minutes, financial information and responses to planning 
consultations, on request from the Parish Council or via the website.

Great Milton Parish Council

Chairman: Stephen Harrod 01844 278068
Ward: Church Road to Monkery Farm/The Priory
Vice Chairman: Bill Fox 01844 279716
Ward: Thame Road, inc. Fullers Field and Green Hitchings
Councillor: David Harms
Ward: The Green from Priory Bank to Tara/Applewood
Councillor: — —
Ward: The Old Garage to North End Cottage, Lower End
Councillor: Sarah McMahon 07580 581655
Ward: Thame Road from Green Hitchings to A329
Councillor: Malcolm Horsley 07970 924194
Ward: Kings Head House/Red Roofs to Wheatley Boundary
Councillor: Andrew Noble —
Ward: Milton Common

Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer: Jacqueline Wren
clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk

Parish Council Representatives
Rec Ground Committee James Cunningham (Chair)
  Michelle Block (Vice-Chair)
Old Field Charity  Andrew Buckmaster (Chair)
  David Mackrory (Treasurer)
Hard Surface Play Area Mark Nethercleft (Chair)
  Dan Bennett (Treasurer), Sarah MacMahon (Membership)
Neighbourhood Watch Rod Snowdon
Kent & Couling Charity Simon Cronk, Tricia Treanor, Sue Denham
Sheppard Trust  Simon Cronk, Jane Willis
Neighbours’ Hall  Mike Robinson (Chair), Christine Donnelly

Front Cover:  Flowery fun at the Fete.
Photo: Nick Belcher.
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Local Governance
Oxfordshire County Council 01865 792422 Oxfordshire.gov.uk
South Oxfordshire District Council 01235 422422 Southoxon.gov.uk
County Councillor: Judith Edwards — judith.edwards@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor: Georgina Heritage 07951 477144 Georgina.Heritage@southoxon.gov.uk
Great Milton Parish Council
Stephen Harrod (Chair) 01844 278068
Jacqueline Wren (Clerk) — clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk
Report potholes, �y-tipping, vandalism, broken paving  Fixmystreet.com
OCC Family Information Service 08452 262636 �s.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
OCC Highways 08453 101111 highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Missed Bin Collection 03000 610610 admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
Bulky Household Waste Collection 01235 422406 waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
SODC Housing 01235 422422 housing@southandvale.gov.uk
SODC Planning Applications 01235 422600 planning@southoxon.gov.uk
Services
Emergency — Police, Fire, Ambulance 999
Police non-emergency 101 thamesvalley.police.uk
GP Surgery, Morland House 01865 872448 morland-house.co.uk
NHS non-emergency 111 nhs.uk
Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 nationalgrid.com/uk/safety
Electricity Outage 0800 072 7282 sse.co.uk
Burst pipe or leak 0800 714 614 thameswater.co.uk
Floodline 0345 988 1188 gov.uk/check-�ood-risk
Local Information
St. Mary’s Church: Rev. Simon Cronk  simon.cronk@btinternet.com
Methodist Church: Rev. Stephen Spain 01865 763676
Neighbourhood Watch: Rod Snowdon 07836 728919 bigsnodi@hotmail.com
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire 03444 111 444 caox.org.uk
The Maple Tree Children’s Centre 01865 873916 mapletreecc@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Great Milton Neighbours’ Hall 07970 264667
Great Milton Pavilion & Recreation Ground 01844 278116
Great Milton Website  clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk
  www.greatmilton-pc.gov.uk
Great Milton Bulletin  gmbulletin@hotmail.co.uk
Great Milton Primary School 01844 279388 gmilton.org
Wheatley Park School 01865 872441 www.wheatleypark.org
Transport
Comet — for people without access to 01865 323201 oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet
suitable public transport
46 Bus Service 01865 785400 info@oxfordbus.co.uk
Arriva (280) Bus 03448 004411 arrivabus.co.uk
Oxford Tube (Buses to London) 01865 772250 oxfordtube.com
Park and Ride  oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/parkandride
National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950 nationalrail.co.uk

Key Contacts
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Highlights from the meeting of the 
Great Milton Parish Council on 21st July 2025

Oxfordshire County Council
The County Councillor gave an update on certain matters in hand, noting that the 

largest pothole on the Forties has been filled but others have not. Several Councillors 
expressed their frustration with the incomplete nature of these repairs and JE noted the 
frustration and inconsistency and said she would feed this back.

AN raised the issue of severe congestion in Milton Common following the closure 
of the A40 for roadworks and access problems for the emergency services. The road 
closure has not appeared on Google Maps until today so many vehicles are still coming 
off the M40 unaware that the A40 is closed. Residents have reported damage to front 
gardens and verges and local farmers have raised concerns due to the timing of the 
closure as it is harvest time and tractors and trailers frequently use that route. AN 
expressed disappointment that there seems to have been a lack of consideration for the 
wider community when planning the timing of the works. The Chair also raised 
concern that there had been poor communication. AN also raised the question of 
where motorway traffic would be diverted to if the M40 were closed due to an 
incident. JE noted that in this instance traffic should be routed all the way around 
Thame but all agreed that in reality this is unlikely. JE agreed to feed back these 
concerns to the relevant department. AN said he would report back to residents when 
he has a response from Highways.
South Oxfordshire District Council

The District Councillor Georgina Heritage noted that since she wrote her report 
the planning application for the Didcot Gateway development has been approved and 
noted that whatever the future purpose of the site a site with planning permission is of 
more value. GH also noted that due to the forthcoming Local Government 
Reorganisation (LGR) the Council will not proceed with the building of council 
offices until the new organisational structure is determined. GH also noted that the 
money in budget for the development of Didcot Gateway will now be going towards 
social housing which is a very positive redirection of funds.

GH noted that the Capital Grant programme is still open for applications; the 
Performing Arts Grant will open after this has closed and the District Councillor 
Grants Scheme will open on 18th August with more funds available than previous 
years - £7500 to distribute in Haseley Brook. GH emphasised that it is therefore a 
good time to start considering smaller projects.
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Haseley Trading Estate
The recently submitted planning application for development of the Former Ariens 

Factory Site on the Haseley Trading Estate was discussed (P25/S1653/FUL):
The Chair opened discussion by expressing his disappointment with the response 

from our local representatives. He noted that MP Freddie van Mierlo (FvM), JE and 
GH have all stated how representation of their constituents is close to their heart but 
also seem to be accepting the proposal as a fait accompli rather than representing 
overwhelming objection from community. The Chair explained that he would like to 
see a more robust response and representation of local residents concerns. He went on 
to ask that if SODC is delaying the relocation of the new head office due to LGR, 
shouldn’t the relocation of this vehicle depot also be delayed for similar reasons? GH 
noted that SODC can delay building council offices as they have that provision already 
but they will not have the provision to deliver statutory service for refuse collection 
beyond summer 2026. 

GH responded by explaining that any objections that Councillors put forward need to 
be in line with planning law. She explained that JE,GH and FvM met with SODC 
recently and were all keen to pick up residents’ concerns. GH emphasised that it won’t be 
SODC making the decision it will be the Planning Committee, and she will be speaking 
as Haseley Brook ward member and raising objections on behalf of the residents. 

MH asked whether planning application has been discussed at SODC meeting, GH 
noted that the decision to purchase the site was obviously discussed and agreed to share 
the amount the site was purchased for. GH also noted that it was deemed that the 
Haseley site would be a good investment regardless of whether planning went ahead for 
this purpose. She also noted that SODC had not been accepted in the first tranche of 
LGR so did not know about this when we bought site. GH noted the concern about 
the rationale for buying the Haseley site and the process of discounting others. She also 
explained that SODC did try and extend the lease at Culham but not possible.

MH noted the FOI request he has submitted for this information and asked why 
SODC didn’t purchase the Culham site when it was for sale? GH not able to answer 
that – predates her time in office. 

The Chair noted that the Council are exasperated that this move has been known 
about for 7 years and yet we are now facing a last minute planning application with 
mitigation looking more likely than rejection.

MH and DH both raised concern that due process was not followed in spending 
tax payers’ money on the site and submitting planning at the last minute without due 
consideration for residents’ concerns.

GH confirmed that the only contingency she is aware of if planning is not granted 
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is for refuse vehicles to park on council owned land at another location. AN noted that 
Grundon are based in Crowmarsh Gifford with their own site but Biffa’s contract was 
extended by two years so it seems unlikely Grundon can takeover the contract in time.

MH raised concern regarding accountability of refuse contractors taking care in 
local area, GH reassured that the buck stops with SODC.

JE noted her meeting with Highways regarding this planning application and 
talked particularly about traffic movements on A329, and the number of HGVs going 
through Little Milton. Both JE and GH say they are applying pressure to get some 
form of planning condition which limits movement through Little Milton. 

The Chair reiterated the frustration that the message from our Councillors seems 
to be how can we mitigate problems at this location and not is this the right location. 
JE noted the need to consider on both fronts – need to consider planning concerns 
that we can work with as well as bigger question of location.

JE noted that the Highways team seem to feel it would be difficult to enforce 
planning condition on those terms but also expressed her determination for something 
to be done. The Clerk noted that the pre-application Traffic Assessment makes no 
mention of the new Manoir entrance on A329 or the impact of HGV traffic through 
Little Milton. JE and GH are aware and this is also their main concern.

The Chair noted that GMPC have engaged a Planning Consultant who will be 
representing the Council at the Planning Committee meeting. He proceeded to 
summarise the GMPC letter of objection and agreed to send a copy to Councillors. 

The Chair asked GH if someone offered to buy the site for more than it was 
purchased for would Council consider it? Also whether SODC are still considering 
alternative sites. GH confirmed that they are still looking at alternative sites.

A Member of the Public asked JE about OCC’s green/sustainable objectives and 
their ‘active travel’ policy. It was noted that the modelling says most employees would 
have to get to work in private cars. Discussion followed on the proposed crossing over 
the A329 which seems unsafe and the local difficulty with employees using public 
transport or walking or cycling to work. The question was raised of how the Councils 
will be able to meet their own objectives in this regard. Both JE and GH agreed with 
these concerns but noted that the refuse collection contract is currently out to tender 
and therefore we don’t know where employees to site will be travelling from.

DH noted that the response from Environmental Protection was extremely limited 
and does not address the many concerns with regard to drainage, air quality etc. GH 
suggested that some of the points may have been covered in the application’s 
supporting documentation.

The Chair noted that GMPC’s letter of objection will be submitted by the 
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consultation deadline and he and other GMPC Councillors thanked JE and GH for 
attending the meeting and for their consideration.
Planning Applications

The following planning applications were discussed:
P25/S1864/S73
11 Thame Road, Great Milton OX44 7HY
Removal of condition 4 of planning permission ref P83/N0457 regarding the use 

of the garage. 
The Council resolved to respond in SUPPORT of the application since the existing 

condition is unnecessarily restrictive and the applicant’s intended use for the premises 
would be beneficial to the community.

P25/S1940/DPO
Views Farm Barns, Windmill Hill, Great Milton OX44 7NW
Discharge of obligation in respect of the restrictive nature of the residential 

occupation of the residential unit on the Section 52 Agreement dated 24 July 1987.
The Council resolved to respond stating they have NO CONCERNS regarding 

this application.
The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be held on

Monday 15th September starting at 7.30pm in The Pavilion.
Agenda items for the September meeting are due to the Clerk by
Wednesday, 3rd Sept 2025

Complete minutes and supporting documents can be found on the Parish Council 
website – www.greatmilton-pc.gov.uk

An Afternoon in Stratford-upon-Avon

The absolute latest date for submitting a booking form for the Neighbours’ Club 
outing to Stratford is 2nd September. The trip, on 9th September, allows about two 
hours free time in the town followed by a 90 minute boat cruise, as described in the 
last Bulletin. Cost for non-Club members is £40.

For further details and booking form, please contact Fred Cubbage on 01844 
279683 or via fred.cubbage@btinternet.com asap.
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St. Mary the Virgin
Great Milton

St. James’s
Little Milton

St. Peter’s
Great Haseley

Sunday 6th Holy Communion
9:00am

Lammas Service
(marking the beginning 

of the harvest)
10:30am

Sunday 10th Holy Communion
9:00am

Family Worship
10:30am

Sunday 17th Family Worship
10:30am

Holy Communion
9:00am

Sunday 24th Bene�ce Holy Communion at Rycote Chapel
10:30am

There will be no BCP
Sunday 31st Bene�ce

Morning Worship
10:30am

St. Mary the Virgin
Great Milton

St. James’s
Little Milton

St. Peter’s
Great Haseley

Sunday 7h Holy Communion
9:00am

Family Worship
10:30am

Sunday 14th Holy Communion
9:00am

Harvest Festival
10:30am

Sunday 21st Family Worship
10:30am

Harvest Festival Lunch (TBC)
12:30pm

The Pavilion, Great Milton
Sunday 31st Bene�ce

Morning Worship
10:30am

St. Mary the Virgin
Great Milton

St. James’s
Little Milton

St. Peter’s
Great Haseley

Sunday 7h Holy Communion
9:00am

Family Worship
10:30am

Benefice Services for August

Benefice Services for September

Benefice Services for October
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The Rector’s Pint. 

For many, August is the month when much-anticipated holidays are taken. I have 
already had mine, at the end of June and the beginning of July. The second week was 
spent in our house in Gloucestershire but for the first week we rented a cottage near 
Penzance. Whilst there I was in communication with a friend, and commented to him 
about the sense of peace I was experiencing. The reply I had back was a heartfelt cry of 
despair about the world and how nothing made sense. This was my response. (He is not 
a Christian, although he is not un-sympathetic, but writing this felt like a bit of a risk!) 

“Well, I agree with the diagnosis, can we though find healing? I do believe that in 
the face of chaos and mayhem, we can find and know peace. It is peace in the 
knowledge that there is ultimate hope and meaning. It is peace in incarnation, death 
and resurrection, the defeat of darkness and the presence of hope. Despite my 
foolishness (there remains plenty of that) it continues to seek me out, find me, often 
rebuke me, but always to restore me. It is the hound of heaven. It is ‘the Peace of God 
that passeth all understanding’ (from the Book of Common Prayer).

It is so easy to catch the spiritual malaise that results from what you have described 
here. I know it in myself, (the danger of vicar-ing is simply going through the motions) 
but when I purposefully seek it out, yes, there is true peace and clarity. The key is desire 
and spiritual thirst and to recognise it for the poverty it is. Then we encounter a 
renaissance moment, that there is reason, and truth, there is goodness and there is love. 
It defies the madness and stupidity that we as a race succumb to. It is a ‘holy 
discontent’ with the world. It rises up and shouts out against the control and coercion. 
It defies the complacency and indifference of the age. It cannot be beaten. You can’t 
keep Christ, God as man, down. He is the source and bringer of peace. He will defy 
the lie, defeat the cynicism, and restore the hope. 

We have to be willing partners in this as it can only be by God’s grace that we find 
the way. God though is a ‘’gentle’ man, he does not tarry where he is not welcome. He 
is, at the same time the greatest power and strength we could ever hope for or know. 
but I believe true peace is there. ‘Seek and you shall find.’”

While away, of course I heard the very sad news about Tony Jefferis. It was very 
complicated to get Tony home but he was repatriated to the JR in Oxford. Sadly, this 
was a brief pause before Tony’s final journey. He died peacefully surrounded by his 
family on 24th July. Tony will be greatly missed, he was a supportive colleague and a 
friend to me and his ministry and service around the Benefice was hugely valued.

Simon
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August 2025
Date Time Preacher Comments
3rd 11:00am Alistair Jackson Morning Service
10th 11:00am Joint Service at Watlington with Andrew Maisey
17th 11:00am Sue  Barratt Morning Service
24th 11:00am Local Arrangement Morning Service
31st 11:00am Stephen Spain Holy Communion

Free Coffee Morning – Wednesday 13th August at 10:30am to midday.
Loving God leads to loving others. Loving others leads to loving God.

Methodist Church Services
For further information please contact Revd. Stephen Spain on 01865 763676
or visit the Oxford Methodist Circuit website: www.oxfordmethodists.org.uk

Christian Aid Week 2025

Apologies that this article was missed off from the July Newsletter as intended but 
here it is now…

Another AMAZING year in spite of a limited (but very successful) house-to-house 
collecting this year. The total raised this year within the Benefice is £2,146.85 made up 
of:

Five Lent lunches ............................................................£910.75
Two Church collections ..................................................£377.50
House-to-house collections in Little Milton ....................£868.60
 .....................................................................................£2146.85

£911 of the money given was Gift Aided and the above total therefore includes and 
extra £227.75. So thankyou to everyone who filled in your Gift Aid slip. 
THANKYOU to all those involved this year…Lent lunch hosts and Le Manoir for 
delicious Bread Rolls, Deliverers and Collectors and Simon and the Church Reps. 
Above all, thankyou to each of you who gave money this year enabling us to raise such 
a fantastic total. 

P.S. A further £100 has been donated since this total, thereby raising the overall 
total to £2,246.85.

S.A. Dennis
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Old Field Nature Conservation Area

Rural communities only survive through the support of volunteers. The most 
conspicuous (and essential) example is the Parish Council but there are many 
organisations in Great Milton who are dependent on volunteers. One smaller body is 
the Old Field Management Committee (OFMC), responsible for the registered charity 
set up in 1996 (with the Parish Council as “Custodian Trustee”). Many will know the 
area in the extreme southeast of the village, bordered by the Thame Road and the A329. 
The land was originally given to the village over 180 years ago! The aim is to ensure the 
land is managed as sustainably as possible and allow continued public access.

The OFMC held its latest AGM on a sunny evening in July, gathered around the 
picnic table in the Old Field. Chairperson Adrian Buckmaster reported on the 
continued efforts to improve the pathways through the field, around the perimeters 
and through to the windmill. The exceptional heavy rain experienced at the beginning 
of 2025 showed that there are two low spots on the new reinforced pathway which now 
need to be raised. It is also intended to further extend the pathway to beyond the pond 
line in the next few months.

Looking to the future, a camera bird-box with long-range wi-fi capability has been 
purchased. It is now necessary to procure a solar power pack to complete the set-up. 
The intension is that next spring villagers, schoolchildren and twitchers alike will be 
able to access live images of bird activity. Earlier this year, and in response to reports 
that butterfly numbers have dwindled, a couple of buddleias were planted, the first 
phase of the introduction of insect friendly plants around the area.

Join the volunteers who come along to the Field every second Saturday in the 
month to spend around 90 minutes ensuring the paths and landscape is kept at its best 
for everyone.

(Photo: July AGM) Fred Cubbage
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Dear Villagers and Friends, 
As ever, thank you all so much for supporting our church fete.

The scores are almost in… we have provisional figures and it looks as though we 
have made between £7-8000. This is made up of takings, £1100 in sponsorship and 
costs of over £1200. This is a brilliant total and we think another record. This money 
goes towards running of the Church.

We enjoyed our Landlady’s splendid opening of the fete and heartful speech. We 
loved having the children from the school perform the Maypole for us. Thank you to 
the tug of war organiser and to the children who gave it a go… finally the boys beat 
the girls, so it wasn’t a clean sweep again – everyone needs to get in training for next 
year’s rematch!

The whole event was beautifully accompanied by MusicLand and Jazz Antidote.
We are extremely grateful to those of you who sponsored the fete and/or made/

donated items to sell on the stalls or for the raffle. Well done to those who won any of 
the amazing raffle prizes or the prizes on the tombola, hoopla, games and dog show.

Special thanks must be given to our hard working stall holders who collected and 
sold their goods, made teas and cakes, grew a brilliant show of plants, cooked the bbq, 
served drinks, to the organisers of the games arena (did you beat the goalie? – thanks 
to him too!) and to the brilliant friend who made the new skittle alley. Didn’t the 
hanging baskets look amazing on the plant stall? Thank you also to Le Manoir aux 

Lights  – Camera – Action!

Advance notice: On 19th October, at the Neighbours’ Hall, a Sunday afternoon’s 
illustrated presentation on over 40 UK film or tv locations which have featured in at 
least twice as many productions over the last 40 years. Refreshments will be served in 
the interval.

Look out for tickets and further publicity in September.

Harvest Festival @ The Bull
Saturday 6 September 2025

In aid of The Senior Citizens Christmas Party fund
See forthcoming social media, posters and fliers for further details.
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Quat’ Saisons for allowing us to use their facilities for our marmalade making, it went 
down very well.

Thank you also to those who displayed their amazing vehicles, didn’t they look 
fabulous? We’re not sure who organised the fly past – but thank you to them too, can 
we have it again next year?

We wanted to make a particular mention and thank you to our raffle ladies, who 
have been loyal helpers for more years than we can count. 

A HUGE thanks go to the men and women who collected and returned the 
furniture/infrastructure and to the helpers who helped set up in the morning, and then 
took everything down and put it all away at the end; also to the various friends who 
lent us the equipment, to the friends who put up and then took down the notice-
boards and posters. Also the friends who helped collect, return and set up the 
loudspeaker systems and to our young friend who helped get it working and to the 
friend who ensured the recreation ground’s grass was cut! The fete would not be 
possible without all these brilliant people who continue to support it every year.

As well as our wonderful volunteers and villagers, we thank the following for their 
support, in no particular order: Le Manoir aux Quat’ Saisons, The Bat and Ball at 
Cuddesdon, Nick Belcher Photography, Roald Dahl Museum, Waterperry Gardens, 
Spark Yoga, Monkey Puzzle Cafe, Jules Yoga, Sisters Edge Hairdressers, Sandy Lane 
Farm, Hollands Farm, Bruin Café Wheatley, The Peers Centre, Joes Teas, Wheatley 
Farm Shop, Cornfields Bakery, Crick’s Butchers, Asda, The Bull and Great Milton 
Stores and Post Office.

Now with a thought to next year….. we are very grateful for the additional 
volunteers who stepped up this year. We now have further retirees and none of us are 
getting any younger, so we still need extra support to ensure we can continue next year. 
Being on the committee does not require any special skills, we meet for ~30min every 
4-6 weeks (you don’t even have to come to the meetings!) there are tasks to suit all 
abilities from Feb-May, more things in June and then several on the day itself, which 
will be 13th June 2025. Please get in touch if you would like to join us.

Thank you all again! 
The fete committee, Alan, Alex, Celina, Clare, Dee, Ian, Jo, Linda, Peter, Pippa, and 

Rachel
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Photos: Nick Belcher

Photo: Amanda Garrett
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View from Views

Owing to the extreme weather this spring and summer we 
completed our Winter Barley Harvest, 100 acres, between 1200 
noon and 2030 on the 8th of July, probably only about 10 days 
earlier than normal (whatever that maybe). Of course, this is nearly 
the same as 1976 when we finished cereal harvest by the end of 
July, then in those days we did not cut 100 acres a day, 30 if we were lucky. The yield 
was about what I expected probably 2/3’s of a best hoped for crop which, considering 
the season not too bad. To compare with 1976, this year we have had dribbles of rain 
throughout the growing season which may have made a difference, was not any 
evidence of dying off like in ’76. Possibly this is due to the more care we are taking with 
our soils, thus allowing plants to find more moisture further down. With the 
conditions being so dry the straw, what there was, was almost dust, and when baled 
came to very few bales. This being all part of our income does not help the profitability 
so, the chancellor will once again not do too well out of farming this year.

This continual dry has had a dramatic effect on our so called floristically enhanced 
margins, round most of our fields, notably a dramatic fall in Oxeye Daisy’s, as well as 
the Vetch population. Noticeably, there is an increase in Lady’s Bed Straw, Scabious, 
and Knap Weed, plus many other species, either doing well or suffering. One notable 
absence is, thankfully Ragwort, as I religiously pull as much out every year as I can. I 
would like to think that as I have been doing this for several years now it has had some 
effect, pity BBOWT aren’t able to do the same at wells farm, as the infestation there 
would worry me. There was a time in the distant past when it was an offence not to 
control Ragwort, as it is extremely poisonous to horses, I guess now, that horses are not 
so important to the economy the authorities not so worried about it. Having said that 
about horses, cattle can eat it as long as it is still green, meaning it is not a problem in 
silage. One noticeable increase is in Butterflies and Moths, but not so many Dragon 
and, Damsel Flies, don’t know if there is any connection. I guess all birds will have 
fledged by now there does seem an abundance of young life around the fields at the 
moment, which is reassuring.

They say you are never too old to learn, we have quite a lot of Chicory growing in 
our field margines and hedgerows, I have never noticed before that they only flower in 
the mornings and by lunch or middle afternoon the flowers have closed up, a fact I was 
not aware of. Another, point is regarding Swallows and Swifts, I always understood that 
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if they were flying low it was likely to rain, and if high it was likely to be fine, this is 
due to where the insects were flying. One day I stood and watched these flying, and 
noticed some flying high and some low, not noticed this before, was it that Swallows 
fly low and Swifts high or what? Whether this is the case I just don’t know, and anyway 
it is difficult to tell the difference at the best of times when in flight. 

There is a lot of controversy over game shooting, this is quite understandable in this 
day and age, why is it sport to hunt and kill wild beings, it does need a deal of 
explaining, I am not sure I am in a position to make judgement suffice to say the 
human being has always been a hunter gatherer, it’s all part of our eating habits I 
suppose.  Some will ask how can you people think this isa nature friendly occupation, 
to have any sort of decent game shooting requires a lot of conservation work as well, 
as to encourage birds to stay on a particular piece of land, the habitat has to be right, 
this in turn will encourage other wildlife. Recently there was a report that illustrated 
how shooting actually enhances the environment. A recent survey by the “Game and 
Wildlife Conservation Trust” (GWCT), has shown 15 times more butterflies, 40 times 
more bumblebees and, 90% more plant species in game strips than surrounding areas, 
65% more hedgerows per square kilometre on estates with released game bird 
management, plus the fact that many songbirds visit the game bird feeders, so game 
shooting is not all bad, and the environment would suffer were it to be banned. So, 
there are spin offs, you could say every cloud has a silver lining and maybe the shooting 
fraternity do more good than was once thought. Here at Views Farm through measures 
we have taken we have seen the increase in the population of Grey Partridge (a red list 
species) and Brown Hares, which does prove we can make a difference. 

Being worried, as many others in my profession, I invited our recently elected MP 
Feddie Van Mierlo, to the farm only to put my point of view. I was pleasantly surprised 
to understand his views on the current Governments attitude towards us, of course 
there is very little he can do but, really reassuring to hear him say he understood our 
predicament and, if push came to shove, we would have his support. After he had left, 
I felt the whole operation was worthwhile and, not a waste of time like so many 
interviews with MPs. 

Just reported 60% more river pollution due to sewage spills what do we expect 
when we continue to build, build, and build, leave alone road improvements, which 
we the tax payer will have to pick up the bill when those that create the problem get 
off “Scot free”.
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QUIZ NIGHT

AT

THE NEIGHBOURS’ HALL

FRIDAY 12th SEPT @ 7:30pm

Our next quiz is scheduled as above and all 
are welcome. Do come along and enjoy an 

evening’s testing of your knowledge in a 
warm, friendly atmosphere.

Tickets are £5pp and are available from 
Alan Pickett at The Old Forge in Thame 
Road or you can pre-order on the village 

WhatsApp or by email at
alan.pickett@outlook.com

Tables of up to 6 people please.

All funds raised will be shared by the Village Hall 
and the Senior Citizen’s Christmas Lunch.

There will be a prize for the winners.
Look forward to seeing you there.
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Diary
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

Saturday

August
 22nd Fri Book and Jigsaw Library at The Neighbours’ Hall 11:00am

September
 6th Sat Harvest Festival at The Bull —
 12th Fri Quiz Night at The Neighbours’ Hall 7:30pm 
15th Mon Parish Council Meeting at The Pavilion 7:30pm

All copy (except adverts) to gmbulletin@hotmail.co.uk by 20th September 2025
Sheppard Cottage, Lychgate Lane, Great Milton, Oxford OX44 7PD

Adverts to the Clerk, Jacqueline Wren
clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk

The views expressed in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor nor of the Parish Council.
The Editor reserves the right to not print items submitted for publication, and to edit those which are published.

Spark Yoga – The Neighbours’ Hall. 9:15am
contact Claire – sparkyoga1111@gmail.com to book or for more details
Arts & Crafts Club – The Pavilion. 1st Monday of each month. 6:30 – 9:00pm
contact carina.martin@gmail.com
Athletics Club.Year 8+. 6:00 – 7:30pm. Horspath Sports & Athletics Ground.
enquiries.gmac@gmail.com
2nd Wed. Coffee Morning at The Methodist Chapel. 10:00am – Midday.
The Neighbours Club. Alternate Thursdays. contact Janet Earl – 01844 279432
Sandy Lane Farm Market. 10:00am – 5:30pm.
contact Sandy Lane Farm – 01844 279269. www,sandylanefarm.net
Athletics Club. Year 4–7. 6:00 – 7:30pm. Horspath Sports & Athletics Ground.
enquiries.gmac@gmail.com
Badminton – Great Milton School Hall. 7:00pm – 10:00pm.
contact Daphne Holland – 01844 214198
Vinyasa Flow Yoga – The Neighbours’ Hall. 9:15am
contact Claire – sparkyoga1111@gmail.com to book or for more details
Sandy Lane Farm Market. 10:00am – 5:30pm.
contact Sandy Lane Farm – 01844 279269. www,sandylanefarm.net
Old Field. 2nd Saturday of each month. 10:15am – 12:00pm.
contact Alex Kirkman – 01844 278090
Sandy Lane Farm Market. 10:00am – 2:00pm.
contact Sandy Lane Farm – 01844 279269. www,sandylanefarm.net
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