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Cllr Georgina Heritage



What I’ve been doing - Meetings and Council Activity 

· The Haseley Industrial Estate planning application will be heard at planning committee on Wednesday 8th October. Committee members have received the agenda pack (which includes responses from the public) and I know from my own previous experience on planning committee how seriously members will consider the application and how deeply they will study the files. This meeting will be live-streamed via SODC’s YouTube channel and recorded for later viewing.  I will be speaking as ward member to highlight objections made by local residents and concerns about the suitability of some of the local road infrastructure in Haseley Brook, particularly the A329 through Little Milton. Following correspondence with the four local parish councils, I requested that each of these parish councils should be given a 5 minute slot to speak, as opposed to the usual single 5 minute slot for parish councils. Each parish council may have comments to make that are specific to their village, so I believe this is the correct and fair approach for such an application.  The Head of Legal & Democratic has confirmed that he has approved my request, meaning Great Haseley, Great Milton, Little Milton and Stadhampton parish councils may all speak at planning committee if they wish to.

· I have been seeking further updates on the unauthorised traveller site in Tetsworth and I’m very sorry that I don’t have a great deal of information in time for this report. I’m aware that recent planning application for the site is still going through the validation process and I will share any updates with Tetsworth parish council and other stakeholders as I receive them. I’m also aware that residents in Tetsworth have been concerned about waste collection arrangements from the site and I received the following email from SODC’s waste team about this:  
“Since the location was inhabited over a month ago the Environmental Enforcement Team have been monitoring the location for any increases in littering or fly-tipping and to-date, we aren’t seeing any major increases. If members of the public are aware of any specific areas where there is an increase, then we’d be grateful if they could report them through the council’s website - How to report fly-tipping, littering and dumped waste - South Oxfordshire District Council 
My team have been in dialogue with the Traveller Liaison Team at the County Council and they are recommending that we treat it as an unauthorised site (for the time being) and not provide any waste collection provision (such as bins or sacks) for the waste which is being generated. 
Technical Officers from within the team are monitoring and there is, as yet nothing having been presented outside the site or at the entrance.
So as a reassurance to local residents we will continue to monitor the situation and take direction from the Traveller Liaison and Planning Enforcement Teams.”

· I chaired the Health Improvement Board, which is a committee held at County Hall for Oxfordshire’s District and City councils to work on the priorities of the statutory multi-agency Health & Wellbeing Board in a localised, district focused way. In this particular meeting we considered physical activity indicators, Healthwatch activities, suicide and mental health, and the drug and alcohol needs assessment. Speakers included representatives from Healthwatch, the Suicide Prevention and Mental Health Concordat, and representatives from OCC.

· I also represented SODC on two statutory Health & Wellbeing Board meetings. The first was an extraordinary meeting to discuss the new NHS 10 Year Plan, and in the second meeting I gave a report on the Districts’ Health Improvement Board work. At this meeting we considered, among many items on the agenda, the Oxfordshire Winter Plan, the Joint Needs Strategic Assessment and the Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment. There was also a presentation from Healthwatch, and I’d like to comment that SODC and OCC are particularly keen to continue supporting the valued work of Healthwatch – the independent patients’ voice for people using health and social care services – following the news that the government has withdrawn its function as part of their new NHS 10 Year Plan.


Joint Local Plan
Yesterday afternoon we received some incredibly disappointing news regarding South & Vale’s Joint Local Plan submission. I’m afraid that if I try to express my own view on the matter it may result in a political rant entirely unsuitable for a monthly parish report. I hope to articulate my thoughts in a reasoned manner in due course, and we’re still very much in the process of digesting this news and exploring the next steps. SODC has released the following statement:
A statement on behalf of South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils
Over the past four years, South and Vale have worked incredibly hard together to create an innovative, forward-looking and positive plan for housing and development in our areas that seeks to raise standards, actively address the need for genuinely affordable social housing and sustainable infrastructure, and to tackle the climate emergency and restore nature.  
We’ve done this through widespread and extensive consultation and engagement with the thousands of stakeholders who have willingly and constructively engaged in the process, including members of the public, community representatives, partner organisations, neighbouring councils, the development industry and other businesses in the area. 
We are therefore disheartened and very disappointed that the Planning Inspectors have recommended that we withdraw the plan from the examination process over a single issue - namely the “duty to co-operate”, specifically with Oxford City Council.  The city council itself was forced to withdraw its own local plan from examination earlier this year on several issues regarding the duty to co-operate.  
It’s no secret that there’s disagreement within Oxfordshire on how many homes the rural districts should provide on Oxford’s behalf. Nevertheless, all councils in Oxfordshire are working towards what they believe to be in the best interests of their residents and their area.  
Cllr Bethia Thomas, Leader of the Vale of White Horse District Council, said: “We take our responsibilities towards the duty to co-operate very seriously, and our Joint Local Plan sets out how both districts would together provide around 7,000 homes for Oxford for this very reason. It would be very difficult to conclude that the rural districts in Oxfordshire weren’t doing enough to support Oxford’s housing need. We are doing so now and have been for decades.  
"During our extensive public consultation and engagement, we received widespread community support for our plan to tackle the need for genuinely affordable homes in our area in a sustainable and forward-thinking way. Given the recent high levels of housebuilding in the area, this was our chance to address the need for the infrastructure that our residents are calling out for.” 
South and Vale used the government’s standard method calculating housing need for the Joint Local Plan.  Our decision to do so was in line with the firm advice from the Planning Inspector of Oxford City Council’s plan who set out that the city hadn’t provided sufficient justification to use a different method.  
Cllr David Rouane, Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council, said: “We are disappointed but not surprised given recent rulings from Planning Inspectors nationally – an increasing number of emerging local plans around the country are being recommended for withdrawal for this issue in particular; Horsham and Mid Sussex spring to mind as recent examples.  
"We developed a constructive and collaborative plan and engaged with the city through a variety of methods, even when there was clear disagreement over both the need and the approach. It is not clear what more we could have done on this front.  
“Our approach to measuring housing need was in line with the Inspectors of Oxford’s plan last year. Since our examination hearings in June, Oxford’s latest local plan consultation shows that using the government’s standard method there would be no more homes for us to find for Oxford.   
“There are aspects of the Inspectors’ letter that we’re keen to review, but our most important role is to ensure where we can that we represent our communities and their needs.” 
The councils are in discussions about the next steps and will provide a further update in due course.  
 The Inspectors’ letter is available on the councils’ website.


Food and Warmth Grant Scheme
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have launched a Food and Warmth Grant Scheme to help local organisations who are directly supporting residents struggling with the rising cost of living.  The scheme will distribute grants to local not-for-profit organisations delivering projects that improve access to food and help people keep their homes warm.  It is funded through the Government’s Household Support Fund which is allocated via Oxfordshire County Council. 
Grants are available for a six-week application window with the scheme closing for applications midday 6 November 2025. Local groups can apply for up to £2,000 if un-constituted, £2,000–£5,000 if constituted, and up to £10,000 for collaborations between three or more not-for-profit organisations led by a constituted group. 
The funding can support a wide range of initiatives, including: 
· Supplying food and essential household items such as toiletries (including period products) and cleaning products 
· Providing warm equipment like blankets, hot water bottles and energy-efficient cooking equipment 
· Covering costs linked to running Warm Welcome Spaces 
· Purchasing equipment to support food and warmth projects such as cooking or gardening clubs 
· Short-term staffing, venue or fuel costs to deliver projects 
· Educational activities that promote healthy eating, energy saving, budgeting and household resilience 

Eligible applicants include constituted and un-constituted not-for-profit groups, voluntary and community organisations, Community Interest Companies (CICs), preschools and PTAs (for non-statutory items), parish and town councils, food banks, community fridges and redistribution groups. 
For queries, organisations can contact the Community Hub Team at communityconnectors@southandvale.gov.uk or call 01235 422 600 (option 3). 
The funding is part of the wider Household Support Fund, which also includes targeted support to address period poverty. 

Half-term activities across South and Vale
Families across South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse can look forward to an exciting week of free and low-cost activities from 25 October to 1 November. As Cabinet Member for Communities at SODC I’m thrilled to offer such a wide variety of activities – from creative workshops and theatre at Cornerstone, to outdoor challenges and a free family fun day. It’s a fantastic chance for families to play, learn, and spend quality time together. The week of activities includes:
· Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 October – ‘Spot’s Birthday Party‘ at Cornerstone, Didcot – a lively show full of songs, dancing, party hats and a meet-and-greet with Spot after the performance.   
· Monday 27 October – take part and enjoy a variety of free activities at the Thame Leisure Centre Fun Day, run in partnership with Better Leisure.   
· Tuesday 28 and Wednesday 29 October – join the Xplorer navigation challenge. Explore a local park to find the markers, it’s educational and gives children a sense of adventure! 
· Thursday 30 October – come along to Cornerstone in Didcot to meet the cast of this year’s pantomime ‘Beauty and the Beast‘.  At The Beacon in Wantage, young children can enjoy ‘Playtime with The Last Baguette Theatre Company‘, with free sessions as part of the Wantage Literary Festival, and also get hands-on and crafty at the Halloween Hand Puppet Workshop with local artist Eden Fay. 
· Saturday 1 November – illustrator Nick Sharratt’s Picture Book Drawalong wraps the week up at Cornerstone when children can learn to draw favourite characters from his books and discover new tips, games and techniques. 
For more information, including details on how to reserve your place or book tickets, visit southandvale.gov.uk/holidayactivities  
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