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Freedom of Information Act – Parish Council Publication Scheme
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 provides rights of public access to information held 
by Public Authorities. The Parish Council adopted a new publication scheme in November 
2019: details can be found on the Parish Council website at https://www.great-milton.
co.uk/freedom-of-information/. Residents can see records of the policies and practices of 
the Parish Council including minutes, financial information and responses to planning 
consultations, on request from the Parish Council or via the website.

Great Milton Parish Council

Chairman: Malcolm Horsley 07970 924194
Ward: Kings Head House/Red Roofs to Wheatley Boundary
Vice Chairman: Bill Fox 01844 279716
Ward: Thame Road, inc. Fullers Field and Green Hitchings
Councillor: David Harms
Ward: The Green from Priory Bank to Tara/Applewood
Councillor: — —
Ward: The Old Garage to North End Cottage, Lower End
Councillor: Sarah McMahon 07580 581655
Ward: Thame Road from Green Hitchings to A329
Councillor: Richard Oliver —
Ward: Church Road to Monkery Farm/The Priory
Councillor: Andrew Noble —
Ward: Milton Common

Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer: Jacqueline Wren
clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk

Parish Council Representatives
Rec Ground Committee Caroline Smith (Chair)
  Mike Block (Vice-Chair)
Old Field Charity  Andrew Buckmaster (Chair)
  David Mackrory (Treasurer)
Hard Surface Play Area Mark Nethercleft (Chair)
  Dan Bennett (Treasurer), Sarah MacMahon (Membership)
Neighbourhood Watch Rod Snowdon
Kent & Couling Charity Tricia Treanor, Sue Denham, Trudy Timbs
Sheppard Trust  John Catterall, Jane Willis
Neighbours’ Hall  Mike Robinson (Chair), Christine Donnelly

Front Cover: GMAC members at the start of their Christmas Handicap cross-country 
race around Le Manoir orchard and upper field. Race won by Leo Powell.
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Local Governance
Oxfordshire County Council 01865 792422 Oxfordshire.gov.uk
South Oxfordshire District Council 01235 422422 Southoxon.gov.uk
County Councillor: Judith Edwards — judith.edwards@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor: Georgina Heritage 07951 477144 Georgina.Heritage@southoxon.gov.uk
Great Milton Parish Council
Malcolm Horsley (Chair) 07970 924194
Jacqueline Wren (Clerk) — clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk
Report potholes, �y-tipping, vandalism, broken paving  Fixmystreet.com
OCC Family Information Service 08452 262636 �s.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
OCC Highways 08453 101111 highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Missed Bin Collection 03000 610610 admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
Bulky Household Waste Collection 01235 422406 waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
SODC Housing 01235 422422 housing@southandvale.gov.uk
SODC Planning Applications 01235 422600 planning@southoxon.gov.uk
Services
Emergency — Police, Fire, Ambulance 999
Police non-emergency 101 thamesvalley.police.uk
GP Surgery, Morland House 01865 872448 morland-house.co.uk
NHS non-emergency 111 nhs.uk
Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 nationalgrid.com/uk/safety
Electricity Outage 0800 072 7282 sse.co.uk
Burst pipe or leak 0800 714 614 thameswater.co.uk
Floodline 0345 988 1188 gov.uk/check-�ood-risk
Local Information
St. Mary’s Church: Trudy Timbs, Margaret Rogers  trudytimbs@yahoo.co.uk
  margaretrogers851@gmail.com
Methodist Church: Rev. Stephen Spain 01865 763676
Neighbourhood Watch: Rod Snowdon 07836 728919 bigsnodi@hotmail.com
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire 03444 111 444 caox.org.uk
The Maple Tree Children’s Centre 01865 873916 mapletreecc@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Great Milton Neighbours’ Hall 07970 264667
Great Milton Pavilion & Recreation Ground 01844 278116
Great Milton Website  clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk
  www.greatmilton-pc.gov.uk
Great Milton Bulletin  gmbulletin@hotmail.co.uk
Great Milton Primary School 01844 279388 gmilton.org
Wheatley Park School 01865 872441 www.wheatleypark.org
Transport
Comet — for people without access to 01865 323201 oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet
suitable public transport
46 Bus Service 01865 785400 info@oxfordbus.co.uk
Arriva (280) Bus 03448 004411 arrivabus.co.uk
Oxford Tube (Buses to London) 01865 772250 oxfordtube.com
Park and Ride  oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/parkandride
National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950 nationalrail.co.uk

Key Contacts
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Highlights from the Great Milton Parish Council meeting on 15th Dec 2025

Donations
The Council agreed to make their annual donation of £500 to The Maple Tree as 

well as a donation of £50 towards the Prize Giving at Wheatley Park School.
Playground Repairs

A representative from the Recreation Ground Committee gave an update on the 
situation with some of the playground being unusable due to the need for urgent 
repairs. The Committee are seeking possible funding through SODC or OCC grants, 
although unfortunately it may not be possible to secure the funds in time for urgent 
work. The Committee also plan to apply to the Sheppard Trust and are formulating an 
idea for an event in the Spring to raise funds. Quotes are being obtained for the 
required works and the unsafe areas have been cordoned off. 
Mowing Contract

The current mowing contract is due to end in February 2026. The Council agreed 
that the service from the current contractors has not been satisfactory and therefore 
resolved to invite the following companies to tender in 2026; Green and Growing 
(John Pattisson); 4th Corner Landscaping; A & W Grounds.
Speeding in the Village

The Council noted that speeding on Thame Road and in the middle of the village 
on The Green in particular is still a concern despite the 20 mph limit. The Council 
discussed the purchase of another Speed Indicator Device and the possibility of 
another pole being installed on the verge near the old shop. There was further 
discussion about possible additional traffic calming measures on Thame Road.
Budget and Reserves 2026-27

The Parish Council Budget and Reserves for the 2026-27 financial year were agreed 
and are available on the GMPC website.
Planning Applications

There were no new planning applications to discuss. The following SODC 
planning decisions were noted:

P25/S3171/HH. 1 Hillcrest, The Green, Great Milton OX44 7NS. Single storey 
side extension. PERMISSION GRANTED

The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be held on
Monday 19th January 2026 starting at 7.30pm in The Pavilion.
Agenda items for the January meeting are due to the Clerk by Wednesday, 7th 

January. Complete minutes and supporting documents can be found on the Parish 
Council website – www.greatmilton-pc.gov.uk
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St. Mary the Virgin
Great Milton

St. James’s
Little Milton

St. Peter’s
Great Haseley

Sunday 4th Holy Communion
9:00am

Family Worship
10:30am

Monday 5th Compline by 
Candlelight

5:00pm
Sunday 11th Holy Communion

9:00am
Family Worship

10:30am
Sunday 18th Family Worship

10:30am
Holy Communion

9:00am
Sunday 25th Bene�ce

Morning Worship
10:30am

BCP Communion
9:00am

St. Mary the Virgin
Great Milton

St. James’s
Little Milton

St. Peter’s
Great Haseley

Sunday 1st Holy Communion
9:00am

Family Worship
10:30am

Benefice Services for January 2026

Benefice Services for February

Food For Thought

Mind the gap!
I suspect we are all rather tired of being constantly reminded to “mind the gap 

between the train and the platform”. As a young boy I used to enjoy looking down 
through the gap, to see the rails and the wheels, and especially the couplings between 
carriages, while always of course being careful. And “mind” can mean much more than 
simply “beware of”. It really means “remember”, “pay attention to”, “look at and think 
carefully about”, and has overtones of care, applying oneself, and so on. “Minding the 
gap” can be a positive experience. 

We may all be aware of gaps in our lives this January. Some can be addressed easily 
enough: lack of exercise, for instance, by making a resolution to take more. A financial gap 
may in some cases be eased by more prudent budgeting, or by an extra income-producing 
activity, or by a change of tack. I am told that some of those laid off by Le Manoir at this 
time are taking the opportunity to start a course or a new job. For those who are really 
struggling to make ends meet, we may be able to help close the gap ourselves by 
supporting the Thame Food Bank, as we try to do by our monthly collections.

Some gaps may be very painful, for instance those left by the loss of a loved one, 
whether human or animal. These can never be filled to the extent of removing the deep 
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sense of loss, but friends and family can at least help by being there and offering 
practical and emotional support. If we know someone who has been bereaved, let’s 
weep with them and smile with them, hug them, and never avert our eyes or cross the 
road to avoid meeting them.

The season of Advent (before Christmas) reminded us that the painful centuries-long 
gap of God’s apparent absence from his people’s lives was coming to an end. The promise 
of “Emmanuel, God with us” was and is a very powerful  encouragement. When Jesus 
came to fulfil that promise it was like a honeymoon period for those who lived closely 
with him. When he left them, first in death and then a few weeks later in the Ascension, 
they were devastated. How would the gap in their lives ever be filled again?

But Jesus promised: “I will not leave you comfortless (literally: orphans), I will come 
to you.” He sent his Holy Spirit to make his presence real to us. He longs to fill the “God-
shaped gap” that the seventeenth-century scientist and writer Blaise Pascal identified in 
the human heart. Christians down the ages have found that he does just that.

If the Holy Spirit can fill that most fundamental gap, he can help to fill other gaps 
in your life. Have you tried praying about them? In our family, if someone loses 
something and can’t find it, one of the others will ask: “Have you prayed about it?”

Well, have you? Happy New Year!
Toby Garfitt, Licensed Lay Minister

Pouring into 2026

The three, monthly, coffee mornings held at The Pavilion have undoubtedly 
confirmed the interest in the local community for coming together over a drink and 
(probably) a slice of cake (in addition to the existing events).. This has given 
encouragement to continue for at least the first six months of 2026.Also, the event has 
now benefited from the generous support of the Sheppard Trust. The latter will meet 
the full hire cost of the Pavilion.

Whatever the weather, come along on Wednesday 28th January for refreshment 
and a chat in a warm building. The general intention is to meet every fourth 
Wednesday in the month. The only exceptions are in February and June when there is 
a prior booking of the hall. Timings continue as 10.30 to 12.30. Look out your new 
diary and make a note of these dates: 28 Jan,18 Feb,25 March, 22nd April, 27th May, 
17th June.

If you can help on any of the days or provide the occasional cake please get in 
contact with the Cubbages (01844 27963 or 07484 851616)
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Christmas Fair 2025

Thank you to all of you who supported our Christmas Fair on December 13th, 
when we raised just over £1,000 to go towards helping run and maintain our church. 
Father Christmas was on splendid form and met several children to whom he shared 
out presents. Our mulled wine servers and BBQ organisers worked hard serving 
delicious fare and the stall holders showed what talent there is when producing unusual 
presents. Thanks to our sound man too. Our raffle prize winners are listed below. 

Our turnout was lower than usual and we are considering whether it is worthwhile 
carrying on this tradition. If you have any feedback on what could be done differently, 
or you would like to take it over as we wish to pass the baton on, we would be delighted 
to hear from you. Advertising was done via social media and we recognise that a sign 
on The Green would have been helpful as some people simply forgot. 

Happy New Year! Clare, Laura and Trudy

January 2025
Date Time Preacher Comments
4th 11:00am Paul Rosentall Morning Service
11th 11:00am David Harper Morning Service
18th 11:00am Graeme Thompson Morning Service
25th 11:00am Revd Stephen Spain Covenant Service

Free Coffee Morning – Wednesday 14th January at 10:30am to midday.

The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration, but its donation.
Corrie Ten Boom.

Methodist Church Services
For further information please contact Revd. Stephen Spain on 01865 763676
or visit the Oxford Methodist Circuit website: www.oxfordmethodists.org.uk
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The Coming of Mains Water to Great Milton.

We have some good news! We have 
drilled a hole in the Chilterns and we can 
extract water; thousands of gallons without 
lowering the level of the water. This is good 
news. We will be getting the mains water 
from there, but it has to come by road from 
(Bics?). It could take years.

They've reached The Coach and Horses 
and they're going towards Stadhampton…

They've reached Stadhampton, heading 
for Little Milton now...

Then, from Little Milton they headed 
for Milton Common and, when the passed 
the junction of Church Road, they could 
start bringing it into the village.

And there appeared on the Green, great crates of nig black cast iron water pipes, 
about ten feet long and nine inches in diameter, and the smaller end of them was 
wrapped up with a straw band, to make both ends the same size.

Once the pipeline had gone past the end of Church Road, they could bring in the 
excavator, or trencher, which looked like a giant chainsaw on tracks, to dig the hole for 
the pipes. The machine made a twelve inch trench, which was okay when they were 
down by the brook as it was all clay and, as they got to The Priory, it turned to sand 
but, by the time they got to The Bull, it was solid rock, so they had to dig it out with 
pneumatic drills. And, as they went down towards the school, they came across the old 
pond that had been filled in, and they turned up old kettle, and boots, pans, pokers 
and all sorts of rubbish that people had chucked in there before it was filled in.

Once they turned on the water, it was down to the householders and landlords to 
connect the houses by drilling and tapping a hole in the cast iron pipe and joining their 
galvanised pipe to it up to the house.

In the case of The Priory tenants, plumbers were called to fit one tap in the nearest 
room at the front, which was better than going across the road to get water from the 
well or spring. Just turn on the tap and fill your bucket inside!

And, soon after, they came and filled in the well with gravel, so we couldn't use it 
any more, and they condemned all the wells as being unhealthy, due to sewage 
pollution.
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View from Views

Now we start a new year, what will it bring for us, I am no 
soothsayer so will leave it at that. One thing I do know, at the time 
of writing (last year), that I have been alluding to the fact that we 
had had a kind autumn and how well all the Autumn planted crops 
were looking, that is except some 100 acres of wheat. What 
happened to the Wheat is that, being ultra efficient and forward thinking, with the 
conditions being so favourable we got on and sprayed the pre(crop) emergence weed 
killer, before the weather changed. As it happened we had a downpour this being a soil 
acting chemical, was washed straight through the soil and, affected the germinating 
crop, so now we have a very uneven looking piece of Wheat, very disheartening when 
all other crops look so good for a change.

Some interesting wildlife sightings on Views Farm, (at night with night vision), a 
Peregrine Falcon, many hares that we don’t see in the daylight, most extraordinary an 
Otter in a field at least a kilometre from the river, also a Chinese water deer. We think 
our efforts to clear the river of Mink has had some effect, as water vole have been 

The Sheppard Charitable Trust

We received far more requests than usual for the October meeting!  This may have 
been because our Rector Simon Cronk was retiring at the end of that month – but fear 
not, the Sheppard Truust continues, under the chairmanship of Mr John Catterall.  

Grants were made to Great Milton Freecycle Group, Great Milton Primary School, 
the Neighbours Club and the Senior Citizens Party Fund along with a contribution to 
the cost of providing activities for the children at the Christmas Fair, and payment of 
the rent of the pavilion for the recently organised monthly coffee mornings

Funds are available for distribution – please do submit your requests.  The terms of 
the Trust Deed state that “the Trustees shall apply the income of the Charity for any 
charitable purpose for the general benefit of the inhabitants of the Parish of Great 
Milton”

Please send applications to Jane Willis, Briarwood, Haseley Road, Little Milton, 
OX44 7QE, or via email to sheppardtrustGM@gmail.com to arrive by Monday 26th 
January.  If you miss this deadline, your next opportunity to apply will be towards the 
end of June.

Jane Willis
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sighted along the river.
In November last year there was a movement within some more forward-thinking 

MPs, that we should have a land use survey, being worried that we are hell bent on 
using productive agricultural land for solar panels, wind farms, energy crops, building, 
roads, reservoirs, to name but a few. Giving no thought to the question of the real 
possibility that we may need to produce our own food to survive in the not too distant 
future, come global conflict, which is looking more and more likely by the day. At the 
moment this alternative use of land is not a problem, if we just consider cereals to be 
honest we have probably a surplus, we could/should be growing more pulses to save 
importing Soya grown where rain forests used to be. The problem with that statement 
is that we cannot produce these at a competitive price as the rest of the world, due to 
the fact our overheads are far higher than others.

The big problem with growing our own crops also is the harvesting, when we 
consider Fruits and vegetables, without foreign labour. It is difficult to understand why 
our own nationals don’t seem to be able or willing to do this manual work. Having said 
that there are many reasons for this, one that the work is very seasonal and what will 
they do when not needed, who will pay them when they are not needed for work, also 
there may not be enough workers in the locality which will create a travel issue. We do 
have to accept that we will have to get used to doing more menial tasks ourselves. With 
our current knowledge it would not be beyond possibility to be self sufficient in most 
staples but, we need to be confident that we can get the Labour, at a price that the end 
product can stand, plus the financial confidence that the government will not plunder 
our efforts. We also need less unnecessary regulation, putting us at a disadvantage to 
our competitors.

“Kidlington Rubbish”, some agency’s eyes must have been shut, we now will have 
to pay for this why? I cannot believe that as this was first reported in September why 
it was not stopped until mid-November, someone was not on the ball, it was no good 
putting up a notice saying stop and, not following it up. There is the issue of 1000 dead 
fish in Roke marsh lake, honestly what is going wrong in our society, no one seems to 
care. Now we have just learned, via an enquiry made by our MP, through the freedom 
of information act, that “Homes England” have already spent some £25.5m on 
research into the development of Chalgrove Airfield, without consulting Martin Baker, 
who have said they are not able/willing to move. Plus an additional £11m on land 
purchase, I think this all allows us to be critical of the powers that be.

All the above just illustrates how our hard-earned wages are just wasted this is 
without mentioning HS2, welfare paying people who are better off on the dole, and 
allowing pressure groups to influence Government decisions on trivial issues that will 
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Tons Together (Little Milton) WI

In December we enjoyed learning about Quirky Christmas traditions from our 
favourite llama lady, Jayne, followed by Christmas treats and mulled wine. 

We’re out for our January meeting at the Seven Stars pub for the annual New Year 
dinner. See you back at the Pine Lodge in February for Adele’s talk on conservation in 
Welgevonden, South Africa.

Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton, The Haseleys, Stadhampton or 
surrounding villages, new to the area, want to meet new people, make new friends? 
Then join Tons Together WI and meet like-minded, local women of all ages in an 
informal, friendly group. 

We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month in the Pine Lodge OX44 7PZ at 
7.30pm (unless we’re out!).

Too shy to come by yourself or need a lift? Contact us & we’ll find you a WI buddy. 
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
Pine Lodge website: www.lmvh.org.uk 
Kath Stacey 01844-279438  tonstogetherwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

hold up development unnecessarily. It is these smaller issues that costs a lot to 
circumnavigate making infrastructure projects delayed and over budget. Some of the 
so-called red tape is due to public pressure, so you could say it is our fault.

One bit of good news is that the appeal into the development of a transport Hub 
and science park at Waterstock, has been refused by the inspector, something I think 
none of us thought likely, so sometimes our representations do work for the public 
good. I doubt it though it will not be too long before something else rears it’s ugly head 
for us to loose a bit more to Nature. 

On a different tack and just my thoughts, the current conflict in Ukraine. The 
ending of the illegal invasion by Russia is being decided by 2 nations not directly 
involved other than aggression, without any thought of what the population want, is 
this really fair?

On that note Happy & peaceful New Year!
Charles Peers
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Temporary Footpath Closure
From 5th January until July 2026

Dear All,

Please note that the footpath across Le Manoir meadow is now closed until the 
summer due to the construction works being undertaken. The official diversion is 
via Church Road. Please see the below notice from OCC - who will be posting 

official notices at either end of the path by 25th January.

Jacqueline Wren
Parish Clerk
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Diary
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

Saturday

All copy (except adverts) to gmbulletin@hotmail.co.uk by 20th January 2026
Sheppard Cottage, Lychgate Lane, Great Milton, Oxford OX44 7PD

Adverts to the Clerk, Jacqueline Wren
clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk

The views expressed in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor nor of the Parish Council.
The Editor reserves the right to not print items submitted for publication, and to edit those which are published.

Spark Yoga – The Neighbours’ Hall. 9:15am
contact Claire – sparkyoga1111@gmail.com to book or for more details
Athletics Club.Year 8+. 6:00 – 7:30pm. Horspath Sports & Athletics Ground.
enquiries.gmac@gmail.com
2nd Wed. Coffee Morning at The Methodist Chapel. 10:00am – Midday.
The Neighbours Club. Alternate Thursdays. contact Janet Earl – 01844 279432
Sandy Lane Farm Market. 10:00am – 5:30pm.
contact Sandy Lane Farm – 01844 279269. www,sandylanefarm.net
Athletics Club. Year 4–7. 6:00 – 7:30pm. Horspath Sports & Athletics Ground.
enquiries.gmac@gmail.com
Badminton – Great Milton School Hall. 7:00pm – 10:00pm.
contact Daphne Holland – 01844 214198
Vinyasa Flow Yoga – The Neighbours’ Hall. 9:15am
contact Claire – sparkyoga1111@gmail.com to book or for more details
Sandy Lane Farm Market. 10:00am – 5:30pm.
contact Sandy Lane Farm – 01844 279269. www,sandylanefarm.net
Old Field. 2nd Saturday of each month. 10:15am – 12:00pm.
contact Alex Kirkman – 01844 278090
Sandy Lane Farm Market. 10:00am – 2:00pm.
contact Sandy Lane Farm – 01844 279269. www,sandylanefarm.net

January
 16th Fri Book & Jigsaw Library 11:00am 
17th Sat Freecycle Live at The Pavilion 10:15am 
19th Mon Parish Council Meeting at The Pavilion. 7:30pm
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