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Freedom of Information Act – Parish Council Publication Scheme
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 provides rights of public access to information held 
by Public Authorities. The Parish Council adopted a new publication scheme in November 
2019: details can be found on the Parish Council website at https://www.great-milton.
co.uk/freedom-of-information/. Residents can see records of the policies and practices of 
the Parish Council including minutes, financial information and responses to planning 
consultations, on request from the Parish Council or via the website.

Great Milton Parish Council

Chairman: Malcolm Horsley 07970 924194
Ward: Kings Head House/Red Roofs to Wheatley Boundary
Vice Chairman: Bill Fox 01844 279716
Ward: Thame Road, inc. Fullers Field and Green Hitchings
Councillor: David Harms
Ward: The Green from Priory Bank to Tara/Applewood
Councillor: — —
Ward: The Old Garage to North End Cottage, Lower End
Councillor: Sarah McMahon 07580 581655
Ward: Thame Road from Green Hitchings to A329
Councillor: Richard Oliver —
Ward: Church Road to Monkery Farm/The Priory
Councillor: Andrew Noble —
Ward: Milton Common

Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer: Jacqueline Wren
clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk

Parish Council Representatives
Rec Ground Committee Caroline Smith (Chair)
  Mike Block (Vice-Chair)
Old Field Charity  Andrew Buckmaster (Chair)
  David Mackrory (Treasurer)
Hard Surface Play Area Mark Nethercleft (Chair)
  Dan Bennett (Treasurer), Sarah MacMahon (Membership)
Neighbourhood Watch Rod Snowdon
Kent & Couling Charity Tricia Treanor, Sue Denham, Trudy Timbs
Sheppard Trust  John Catterall, Jane Willis
Neighbours’ Hall  Mike Robinson (Chair), Christine Donnelly

Front Cover: The windmill.
Photo: Nick Belcher.
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Local Governance
Oxfordshire County Council 01865 792422 Oxfordshire.gov.uk
South Oxfordshire District Council 01235 422422 Southoxon.gov.uk
County Councillor: Judith Edwards — judith.edwards@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor: Georgina Heritage 07951 477144 Georgina.Heritage@southoxon.gov.uk
Great Milton Parish Council
Malcolm Horsley (Chair) 07970 924194
Jacqueline Wren (Clerk) — clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk
Report potholes, �y-tipping, vandalism, broken paving  Fixmystreet.com
OCC Family Information Service 08452 262636 �s.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
OCC Highways 08453 101111 highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Missed Bin Collection 03000 610610 admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
Bulky Household Waste Collection 01235 422406 waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
SODC Housing 01235 422422 housing@southandvale.gov.uk
SODC Planning Applications 01235 422600 planning@southoxon.gov.uk
Services
Emergency — Police, Fire, Ambulance 999
Police non-emergency 101 thamesvalley.police.uk
GP Surgery, Morland House 01865 872448 morland-house.co.uk
NHS non-emergency 111 nhs.uk
Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 nationalgrid.com/uk/safety
Electricity Outage 0800 072 7282 sse.co.uk
Burst pipe or leak 0800 714 614 thameswater.co.uk
Floodline 0345 988 1188 gov.uk/check-�ood-risk
Local Information
St. Mary’s Church: Trudy Timbs, Margaret Rogers  trudytimbs@yahoo.co.uk
  margaretrogers851@gmail.com
Methodist Church: Rev. Stephen Spain 01865 763676
Neighbourhood Watch: Rod Snowdon 07836 728919 bigsnodi@hotmail.com
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire 03444 111 444 caox.org.uk
The Maple Tree Children’s Centre 01865 873916 mapletreecc@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Great Milton Neighbours’ Hall 07970 264667
Great Milton Pavilion & Recreation Ground 01844 278116
Great Milton Website  clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk
  www.greatmilton-pc.gov.uk
Great Milton Bulletin  gmbulletin@hotmail.co.uk
Great Milton Primary School 01844 279388 gmilton.org
Wheatley Park School 01865 872441 www.wheatleypark.org
Transport
Comet — for people without access to 01865 323201 oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet
suitable public transport
46 Bus Service 01865 785400 info@oxfordbus.co.uk
Arriva (280) Bus 03448 004411 arrivabus.co.uk
Oxford Tube (Buses to London) 01865 772250 oxfordtube.com
Park and Ride  oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/parkandride
National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950 nationalrail.co.uk

Key Contacts
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Highlights of the Parish Council Meeting Monday 19th January 2026

Playground Repairs
The Clerk gave an update from the Recreation Ground Committee: They are in the 

process of getting quotes for the necessary repair and replacement of the playground 
equipment. Unfortunately it looks like some parts will need complete replacement so 
the cost is likely to be high. All agreed that the playground is an important amenity for 
the village, especially due to it’s location next to the school. The Council are committed 
to supporting the Rec Committee in obtaining the funds necessary to facilitate repairs 
as soon as possible.
An Update from Le Manoir

General Manager Niall Kingston attended the GMPC meeting to give an update 
on the redevelopment project and plans. The latest minor amendments to the planning 
application include removal of several doors and windows. A forthcoming application 
will detail the increased screening around plant equipment on the boundary of the site. 
If planning approval is obtained work is still intended to start in April. The 
management team would like to keep the public footpath open as much as possible 
during the period of works but acknowledge that their appointed contractor is duty 
bound to exclude the public from a safety perspective. In discussions with their 
contractors they have emphasised the importance of avoiding traffic through the 
village, they intend to enforce this to the best of their ability and invite residents to 
please feedback if and when any problems arise.
No. 46 Bus Service

The Council discussed the recent changes to the bus timetable and the loss of the 
late night service back from Oxford. Several residents have reported problems with 
travel to and from work, especially when working evening shifts. Mr Kingston from Le 
Manoir has confirmed that they continue to fund the bus service and the timetable 
changes were not their direction; he understands the concern from residents and is in 
contact with the Oxford Bus Company working to reinstate the late night service. The 
Council have agreed that they will also contact the OBC and ask that the 23.20 service 
back to Great Milton is reinstated, even if this means the loss of an early morning 
service or the earlier 21.20 service.
Speeding in the Village

The Council have agreed to purchase another Speed Indicator Device so there can 
be a device in all three locations – Thame Road, Church Road, Lower End – 
simultaneously.
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Planning
There following planning applications were discussed;
P25/S4084/FUL and P25/S4085/LB
Le Manoir Aux Quat Saisons
Internal alterations to manor house and dovecote: including alterations to wall and 

floor finishes; localised demolition of internal walls; temporary opening up works; 
alterations to existing services. External alterations to manor house including the 
removal of skylights, new door, removal of existing door, new roof access hatch, and 
lightning rods.

As discussed earlier in the meeting the main changes which impact residents are 
removal of windows, skylights and doors overlooking churchyard. The Council agreed 
to support the application.

P25/S4062/O
Land to the east of Chilworth Road, Great Milton, OX44 7NY
Outline application for detached self-build dwelling and related works, with 

matters reserved except access, layout and scale.
Planning granted for two houses on the adjacent corner plot. The scale and layout 

is appropriate for the location. The Council agreed to support the application.

Thame Road Development
Mr Bob Hutton explained plans for the development on land to the south of 

Thame Rd. The application has been granted permission in principle for up to 9 houses 
but the full application will be for 6 houses. The plans are considerate of the impact on 
the village community. Mr Hutton announced that the footpath running in front of 
the new houses will be gifted to the village so pedestrians no longer need to walk on 
the road. He also explained how each property has a different appearance and the first 
property on entering Thame Rd is thatched to make the development as attractive and 
sympathetic as possible to the existing character of the village. Full planning 
permission is likely to be submitted in 6 months time.

The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be held on
Monday 23rd February starting at 7.30pm in The Pavilion.
Agenda items for the February meeting are due to the Clerk by
Wednesday 4th Feb 2026.
Complete minutes and supporting documents can be found on the Parish Council 

website – greatmilton-pc.gov.uk 
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St. Mary the Virgin
Great Milton

St. James’s
Little Milton

St. Peter’s
Great Haseley

Sunday 1st Holy Communion
9:00am

Family Worship
10:30am

Monday 8th Holy Communion
9:00am

Family Worship
10:30am

Sunday 15th Family Worship
10:30am

Holy Communion
9:00am

Wednesday 18th
Ash Wednesday

Holy Communion
7:00pm

Sunday 22nd BCP Communion
9:00am

Bene�ce
Morning Worship

10:30am
Sunday 25th Compline

6:00pm

St. Mary the Virgin
Great Milton

St. James’s
Little Milton

St. Peter’s
Great Haseley

Sunday 1st Holy Communion
9:00am

Family Worship
10:30am

Wednesday 4th Compline
6:00pm

Benefice Services for February

Benefice Services for March

4th March – Lent Lunch – Great Milton

Food for Thought

The Victorian poet Christina Rossetti wrote “In February, there is everything to 
hope and nothing to regret”. This may seem a bit far-fetched as we look out of our 
windows at the still dark mornings and gloomy evenings, make our way through 
driving rain or shiver in freezing temperatures which seem never to rise much above 
zero. It’s tempting to agree with Charles Dickens, who described February as ‘a month 
of mud and misery’. Spring appears a long way away. 

And yet as we emerge from January, the joys and bustle of Christmas behind us, 
these quieter times can offer us many comforts. The Danes are experts at this, leaning 
into what they call ‘hygge’ an untranslatable word which represents home comforts, 
the warmth of firesides, shared times indoors with friends, home cooked food, good 
books. And the Danes are often called the happiest people on earth, so they must be 
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Church News

The advertisement for a Rector for our Benefice has been placed in the Church 
Times. The interviews for the vacancy will be on 11th March. All three parishes are 
participating in this important choice.

We hope that you have appreciated the long overdue tree surgery work in the "new" 
churchyard next to Lychgate Lane. We are very grateful to the Sheppard Trust for their 
generosity.

We were delighted and encouraged by the attendance at the Christmas services.
The Churchwardens

doing something right.
Many of us will be using these weeks as an opportunity to rethink and reshape our 

lives, taking on healthier eating habits, or joining the gym, taking up a new hobby or 
decluttering our homes.

As Christians, we are looking ahead towards Lent, and beginning to extend our 
focus on God, remembering the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness in 
preparation for the ordeal and the resurrection to come.

Traditionally we give things up for Lent, treats or small things we love, in order to 
help us concentrate on the abstinence of Jesus. But Lent can also be an opportunity to 
introduce something new into our spiritual lives, just as we can in our more secular 
world. Perhaps it’s reading a Bible passage every day, or donating to a Food Bank. 
Reach out to a neighbour or a long lost friend, join a group dedicated to helping others. 
Small shared practices foster belonging and support in communities, and perhaps the 
best way for us to embrace hygge, is to make sure others have what they need. 

If you have time, why not come to a church, and take the opportunity to feel 
connected to God, to faith, to purpose. You’ll certainly receive a welcome warmer than 
the temperature outside.

The famous gardener, Gertrude Jekyll wrote “There is always in February some one 
day, at least, when one smells the yet distant, but surely coming, summer.” 

Spring will come, as the light lasts longer each day, and the gardens and meadows 
will come back to life, So instead of joining Dickens in the ‘mud and misery’ of another 
dark rainy February day, let’s try and see beyond the regret and focus on the hope. Let’s 
take back February, reset our minds and connect with ourselves and one another.  

Victoria Barry, Little Milton PCC
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February
Date Time Preacher Comments
1st 11:00am Sue Barratt Morning Service
8th 11:00am David Harper Morning Service
15th 11:00am Alistair Jackson Morning Service
22nd 11:00am Revd Stephen Spain Holy Communion

Free Coffee Morning – Wednesday 11th February at 10:30am to midday.

The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration, but its donation.
Corrie Ten Boom.

Methodist Church Services
For further information please contact Revd. Stephen Spain on 01865 763676
or visit the Oxford Methodist Circuit website: www.oxfordmethodists.org.uk

Lent Lunches

Once again, we will be hosting some delicious lent lunches in aid of Christian aid 
this year. They will be held on the following dates and places, and by the following 
lovely hosts…

4th March. Trudy Timbs in Great Milton.
18th March Jane Jefferis in Great Milton
25th March Sally Ann Dennis in Little Milton
1st April Judy Alexander in Great Haseley.
There will be no lent lunch on the 11th of March as it is the day which has been 

fixed for the interviews for the new Rector .
Each lunch begins at 12:30 and it is helpful but certainly not essential if you can 

let the host know whether you are coming or not…!?
SA Dennis

Community Café Continues…

…on 18th February in the Pavilion. Open to everyone. Fresh coffee and 
homemade refreshments available from 10:30 until 12:30.
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�

Neighbours’ Hall Agm

“What a great space!” was the recent reaction of a qualified yoga teacher. In truth, 
the Neighbours’ Hall in Church Road provides great space for all manner of activities 
– drama, birthday parties, band concerts, club meetings plus, of course, quizzes and 
the book library. In the last year it has been smartened up with its exterior painted and 
other improvements. Come along and learn how the committee have managed the 
100-year-old building so it can be used by everyone from the local villages. The AGM 
is on Friday 13h March at 18.00. It will not take long but you can learn more about 
the building’s use and the launch of a new website.

View from Views

Now the dust has settled life should be back to normal after the 
Christmas and New Year break, I hope all had a good rest and are 
now ready to face the world for 2026. And wow how the weather 
took us all by surprise with the first few days of the year turning 
rather cold, the rain in the last few months has been sort of 
“manner from heaven” the cold will not have done any harm either as the last few mild 
winters will not have done a lot for the control of bugs and diseases, plus it has been 
great to have some dry crisp weather, instead of the slushy and wet of the last few 
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months. Since it started to rain post drought conditions, it occurred to me that perhaps 
with the recent rainfall the annual total would not be far off normal when I checked 
my records and totted all up I found out that end of the year was 639.5mm (25.17”). 
the average for this part of the country is around 25” this proves my assumption was 
not far out. This is very interesting as despite all the variations any one year is not that 
different that any others, this will also mean the soil moisture deficit should not alter 
a great deal, despite what the pundits may say.

Not sure if it is a good omen or not but on New Year’s day we had two good flocks 
of Lapwings fly over, with one actually settling on the farm for a short stay, a wonderful 
site, just hope it means we have them increasing in numbers and, will see more in the 
future, certainly more have been seen since so may be their numbers are on the 
increase, I understand a lot are breeding further up the river, let’s hope so. Our night 
watchman also reported counting something like 50 Snipe feeding on the river 
meadows, have only noticed the odd one or two during the day in the past but, not 
this number nor this year. Now is the time of year that the Partridge pair up for 
breeding and judging by the numbers flying around at the moment we should have an 
explosion in the numbers later this year, assuming we have reasonable breading season 
without too many predators. An interesting observation on this fact re predators, as it 
is them that are protected, not necessarily their prey which is sometimes may seem a 
little odd. 

A lot has happened in the Agricultural world since I last wrote. 
At last, the Government have accepted their mistake on inheritance tax on 

Agricultural land by raising the allowance to £2.5m, this will help many genuine 
farmers but not all by all means, it will though still catch the large investors that the 
Government are really targeting. Of course, this does not help those that who have 
already taken their own life, worrying that the next generation will after next April, 
have to pay, an unaffordable tax. There really needs to be a better way of identifying 
genuine farmers and investors, as there is in normal taxes, surely if a farmer can prove 
he is actually farming his land for profit, then they can justify certain claims for tax 
relief. As I have said many times before it can’t be beyond the wit of man to come up 
with a simpler and fairer way of taxing, it needs some radical rethink on the whole issue. 

Also released just before Christmas, was a report by Baroness Batters, (former 
president of the NFU) on how profitable British Farming was, this commissioned by 
the previous (I assume) Government, completed ready for publication in October, but 
not publicised by Government until just before Christmas so that there was not time 
to debate it. We also understand there were certain issues she was asked not to 
comment on, which seems to me to take away the point of the whole report, we are 
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Tons Together (Little Milton) WI

In January we went out for our annual New Year dinner at the Seven Stars pub in 
Marsh Baldon. It was a wonderful night, with great food, service & company, highly 
recommended (https://sevenstarsatmarshbaldon.co.uk/). 

We’re back in the Pine Lodge on 12 February at 7.30pm for Adele’s talk on 
Conservation in Welgevonden, South Africa. She’ll also be selling her handsewn cards, 
fundraising for her Girlguiding trip to India in August. Everyone always welcome, men 
too! Visitors £6.

Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton, The Haseleys, Stadhampton or 
surrounding villages, new to the area, want to meet new people, make new friends? 
Then join Tons Together WI and meet like-minded, local women of all ages in an 
informal, friendly group. 

We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month in the Pine Lodge OX44 7PZ at 
7.30pm.

Too shy to come by yourself or need a lift? Contact us & we’ll find you a WI buddy. 
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
Pine Lodge website: www.lmvh.org.uk 
Kath Stacey 01844-279438  tonstogetherwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

still awaiting developments/comments. At the moment we learn that it states that it is 
the arable (Crops) sector that is in the most difficult position at present, mainly due to 
over production worldwide. This also applies to milk production at the moment, it has 
been stated in certain cases milk is being poured down the drain. Fancy having to do 
this when you are up against it financially. The problem is that we need to be 
producing other food related crops, this then begs the question how are we going to 
harvest these diverse crops, as I have pointed out in some of my previously. So, we 
could be stuck until such time that technology can take over or we get used to more 
seasonal and manual work. The beginning of January brings the main political and 
practical farming conferences to Oxford, I think the main take from these is that the 
environment minister announced the Sustainable Farming Incentive payments will be 
opened up to small Farms in June and larger in September. No mention of the fact that 
these payments, that some rely on have not paid out a penny since they closed some 
18 to 24 months ago. This really is not a very satisfactory situation as some rely on 
these payments to help them over the vagaries of the market. 

Charles Peers
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Temporary Footpath Closure
From 5th January until July 2026

Dear All,

Please note that the footpath across Le Manoir meadow is now closed until the 
summer due to the construction works being undertaken. The official diversion is 
via Church Road. Please see the below notice from OCC - who will be posting 

official notices at either end of the path by 25th January.

Jacqueline Wren
Parish Clerk
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Diary
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

Saturday

All copy (except adverts) to gmbulletin@hotmail.co.uk by 20th February 2026
Sheppard Cottage, Lychgate Lane, Great Milton, Oxford OX44 7PD

Adverts to the Clerk, Jacqueline Wren
clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk

The views expressed in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor nor of the Parish Council.
The Editor reserves the right to not print items submitted for publication, and to edit those which are published.

Spark Yoga – The Neighbours’ Hall. 9:15am
contact Claire – sparkyoga1111@gmail.com to book or for more details
Athletics Club.Year 8+. 6:00 – 7:30pm. Horspath Sports & Athletics Ground.
enquiries.gmac@gmail.com
2nd Wed. Coffee Morning at The Methodist Chapel. 10:00am – Midday.
The Neighbours Club. Alternate Thursdays. contact Janet Earl – 01844 279432
Sandy Lane Farm Market. 10:00am – 5:30pm.
contact Sandy Lane Farm – 01844 279269. www,sandylanefarm.net
Athletics Club. Year 4–7. 6:00 – 7:30pm. Horspath Sports & Athletics Ground.
enquiries.gmac@gmail.com
Badminton – Great Milton School Hall. 7:00pm – 10:00pm.
contact Daphne Holland – 01844 214198
Vinyasa Flow Yoga – The Neighbours’ Hall. 9:15am
contact Claire – sparkyoga1111@gmail.com to book or for more details
Sandy Lane Farm Market. 10:00am – 5:30pm.
contact Sandy Lane Farm – 01844 279269. www,sandylanefarm.net
Old Field. 2nd Saturday of each month. 10:15am – 12:00pm.
contact Alex Kirkman – 01844 278090
Sandy Lane Farm Market. 10:00am – 2:00pm.
contact Sandy Lane Farm – 01844 279269. www,sandylanefarm.net

February
 4th Wed Lent Lunch at Trudy Timbs 12:30pm 
 18th Feb Community Cafe at The Pavilion 10:30am
23rd Mon Parish Council Meeting at The Pavilion 7:30pm
 27th Fri Book & Jigsaw Library at The Neighbours’ Hall 11:00am
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