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Freedom of Information Act – Parish Council Publication Scheme
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 provides rights of public access to information held 
by Public Authorities. The Parish Council adopted a new publication scheme in November 
2019: details can be found on the Parish Council website at https://www.great-milton.
co.uk/freedom-of-information/. Residents can see records of the policies and practices of 
the Parish Council including minutes, financial information and responses to planning 
consultations, on request from the Parish Council or via the website.

Great Milton Parish Council

Chairman: Malcolm Horsley 07970 924194
Ward: Kings Head House/Red Roofs to Wheatley Boundary
Vice Chairman: Bill Fox 01844 279716
Ward: Thame Road, inc. Fullers Field and Green Hitchings
Councillor: David Harms
Ward: The Green from Priory Bank to Tara/Applewood
Councillor: — —
Ward: The Old Garage to North End Cottage, Lower End
Councillor: Sarah McMahon 07580 581655
Ward: Thame Road from Green Hitchings to A329
Councillor: Richard Oliver —
Ward: Church Road to Monkery Farm/The Priory
Councillor: Andrew Noble —
Ward: Milton Common

Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer: Jacqueline Wren
clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk

Parish Council Representatives
Rec Ground Committee Caroline Smith (Chair)
  Mike Block (Vice-Chair)
Old Field Charity  Andrew Buckmaster (Chair)
  David Mackrory (Treasurer)
Hard Surface Play Area Mark Nethercleft (Chair)
  Dan Bennett (Treasurer), Sarah MacMahon (Membership)
Neighbourhood Watch Rod Snowdon
Kent & Couling Charity Tricia Treanor, Sue Denham, Trudy Timbs
Sheppard Trust  John Catterall, Jane Willis
Neighbours’ Hall  Mike Robinson (Chair), Christine Donnelly

Front Cover: Swans at Le Manoir.
Photo: Nick Belcher.
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Local Governance
Oxfordshire County Council 01865 792422 Oxfordshire.gov.uk
South Oxfordshire District Council 01235 422422 Southoxon.gov.uk
County Councillor: Judith Edwards — judith.edwards@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor: Georgina Heritage 07951 477144 Georgina.Heritage@southoxon.gov.uk
Great Milton Parish Council
Malcolm Horsley (Chair) 07970 924194
Jacqueline Wren (Clerk) — clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk
Report potholes, �y-tipping, vandalism, broken paving  Fixmystreet.com
OCC Family Information Service 08452 262636 �s.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
OCC Highways 08453 101111 highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Missed Bin Collection 03000 610610 admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
Bulky Household Waste Collection 01235 422406 waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
SODC Housing 01235 422422 housing@southandvale.gov.uk
SODC Planning Applications 01235 422600 planning@southoxon.gov.uk
Services
Emergency — Police, Fire, Ambulance 999
Police non-emergency 101 thamesvalley.police.uk
GP Surgery, Morland House 01865 872448 morland-house.co.uk
NHS non-emergency 111 nhs.uk
Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 nationalgrid.com/uk/safety
Electricity Outage 0800 072 7282 sse.co.uk
Burst pipe or leak 0800 714 614 thameswater.co.uk
Floodline 0345 988 1188 gov.uk/check-�ood-risk
Local Information
St. Mary’s Church: Trudy Timbs, Margaret Rogers  trudytimbs@yahoo.co.uk
  margaretrogers851@gmail.com
Methodist Church: Rev. Stephen Spain 01865 763676
Neighbourhood Watch: Rod Snowdon 07836 728919 bigsnodi@hotmail.com
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire 03444 111 444 caox.org.uk
The Maple Tree Children’s Centre 01865 873916 mapletreecc@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Great Milton Neighbours’ Hall 07970 264667
Great Milton Pavilion & Recreation Ground 01844 278116
Great Milton Website  clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk
  www.greatmilton-pc.gov.uk
Great Milton Bulletin  gmbulletin@hotmail.co.uk
Great Milton Primary School 01844 279388 gmilton.org
Wheatley Park School 01865 872441 www.wheatleypark.org
Transport
Comet — for people without access to 01865 323201 oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet
suitable public transport
46 Bus Service 01865 785400 info@oxfordbus.co.uk
Arriva (280) Bus 03448 004411 arrivabus.co.uk
Oxford Tube (Buses to London) 01865 772250 oxfordtube.com
Park and Ride  oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/parkandride
National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950 nationalrail.co.uk

Key Contacts
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Highlights from the meeting of the 
Great Milton Parish Council on 23rd  February 2026

Local Government Reorganisation and the threat to the Green Belt
There are 3 proposals for the reorganisation of local government in South 

Oxfordshire, any of which will have a significant impact on how the community in 
Great Milton is served by our local authority. Concurrently the government has 
recently introduced a new planning policy framework which redefines ‘grey belt’ land. 
There have been several examples recently of ‘grey belt’ status being granted in 
Oxfordshire’s Green Belt villages and the Council feels the creation of a Greater 
Oxford unitary authority will further threaten Great Milton’s future in the Green Belt. 

Great Milton Parish Council can see the benefits of either option A or B but strongly 
object to proposal C which would see Great Milton and 24 other parishes from the 
green belt being included in a Greater Oxford unitary council. The reasons for the 
Parish Council’s objection are set out in detail in the letter to the Secretary of State for 
Housing, Communities and Local Government – available on the parish website. 

GMPC would encourage everyone who is able to engage with the consultation, 
especially if you agree that the Greater Oxfordshire proposal would be bad news for 
our Great Milton community.
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Spring Clean Up
Councillor David Harms has agreed to coordinate a Spring Litterpick which is 

likely to take place on Saturday 21st March. Further details will be publicised.
Road Maintenance

The Clerk gave an update on her meeting with the Highways Engagement Team 
where she reported ongoing issues with drainage on Church Road and Thame Road as 
well as mossy pavements on Oxen Piece. The main message from the Highways Team 
was that they are currently overwhelmed with pothole reports after the wet winter 
weather and therefore it is taking much longer for them to fix these problems. They 
have taken on new contractors and teams to improve this but they still have a large 
backlog. In order to prioritise and address the more serious problems quickly they 
emphasised that each problem needs to be reported separately and crucially with 
photos on FixMyStreet and an accurate location. This allows the team to directly 
prioritise jobs without needing to send a team to assess first. They noted that moss on 
pavements can be addressed by spreading salt on the area to kill the moss. The 
Highways Team also suggested that Great Milton could recruit their own “Fixmystreet 
Super Users” who are given training and equipment to assess and log problems directly 
with the OCC contractors who are then able to fix the problem more quickly. 
Residents who are interested in becoming a FixMyStreet Super User should contact the 
Clerk or volunteercoordinationteam@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Planning Applications

The following planning application was discussed:
P26/S0077/LB & P26/S0076/FUL
Ashurst Court, London Road, Wheatley OX33 1ER
Installation of electric vehicle charging points and associated infrastructure at Units 

7, 8 and 9.
• The Council had no concerns regarding this application and are in support of the 

sustainability goals.
The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be held on Monday 16th 

March 2026 starting at 7.30pm in The Pavilion. Agenda items for the March meeting 
are due to the Clerk by Wednesday, 4th March.

Complete minutes and supporting documents can be found on the Parish Council 
website – www.greatmilton-pc.gov.uk
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St. Mary the Virgin
Great Milton

St. James’s
Little Milton

St. Peter’s
Great Haseley

Sunday 1st Holy Communion
9:00am

Family Worship
(with Holy Baptism)

10:30am
Wednesday 4th Lent Lunch

12:30pm
Compline
6:00pm

Sunday 8th Holy Communion
9:00am

Family Worship
10:30am

Wednesday 11th Compline
6:00pm

Sunday 15th
Mothering Sunday

Family Worship
10:30am

Holy Communion
9:00am

Wednesday 18th Lent Lunch
12:30pm
Compline
6:00pm

Sunday 22nd Holy Communion BCP
9:00am

Wednesday 25th Lent Lunch
12:30pm

Compline
6:00pm

Sunday 29th
Palm Sunday

Bene�ce
Family Communion

10:30am

St. Mary the Virgin
Great Milton

St. James’s
Little Milton

St. Peter’s
Great Haseley

Wednesday 1st Lent Lunch
12:30pm

Thursday 2nd
Maundy Thursday

Holy Communion
7:00pm

Compline
6:00pm

Friday 3rd
Good Friday

Good Friday Re�ection 
(with Passiontide 

Music)
11:00am

Saturday 4th Easter Vigil
7:00pm

Benefice Services for March

Benefice Services for April
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Food for Thought

As I write this, it is wet, dreary, muddy and grey. The sort of day when everything 
feels a bit bleak. And yet, out in the garden, snowdrops, crocuses, winter aconites, irises 
and cyclamen are pushing their way up through the cold, damp earth. Quiet signs that 
spring is on its way. We don’t just hope spring will come – we know it will.

That, in many ways, is what Christian hope is like. It isn’t wishful thinking or 
crossing our fingers and trying to be optimistic. It is a confident trust that God will do 
what he has promised. A steady expectation that he is at work, that he will put things 
right, that life and love are stronger than death.

The Bible’s idea of hope is solid and joyful. Not “maybe”, but “yes – in God’s time”.
Easter is when Christians celebrate that hope most clearly. God raised Jesus from 

the dead and showed that death is not the end of the story. Through faith in the risen 
Jesus, God promises new life to all.

Lent, the season we are in now, gives us a bit of space to take stock of our lives, and 
get ready to celebrate Eastertide with real joy. Lent can be a time to sweep clean the 
muddier corners of our lives, and to ask for God’s help in living more closely in His 
way. I know that I have plenty of corners that need a good sweep!

I would like to use this opportunity to thank all those who have helped me through 
these last six months since my dear husband Tony died. The love and care of so many 
in these villages has been just wonderful - cards, letters, invitations, meals, messages, 
phone calls, friendly faces and those who simply stop to ask how I am.Thank you all 
so much. It has meant a great deal to me.

The faith that Tony and I shared is central in helping me to walk this path of grief. 
Because of God’s promises, I can have hope – real, steady hope, and the assurance that 
Tony’s death was not the end of his story.

I know that many others carry their own sorrows and grief. Just as we trust that 
spring will follow winter, we can trust that God holds our future, and that his promises 
are sure. None of our loved ones, nor any of us, are beyond His loving care.

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

Romans chapter 15 verse 13
Jane Jefferis, Great Milton PCC
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View from Views

It seems that since I last put finger to keyboard nothing in the 
weather department has changed, dull wet and miserable. Still in 
about 14 days-time we are due a new moon when, in theory as an 
old wives tail, tells us that the weather will change. The cold we had 
about the change of the year must have been more severe than we 
realised, as it suddenly became obvious a lot of undergrowth had disappeared, with the 
more tender plants having been reduced to dead tissue, luckily the plants we need to 
survive will not have been affected.

March
Date Time Preacher Comments
1st 11:00am Alistair Jackson Morning Service
8th 11:00am David Harper Morning Service
15th 11:00am Gillian Dodds Morning Service
22nd 11:00am Local Arrangement Morning Service
29th 11:00am Revd Stephen Spain Holy Communion

Free Coffee Morning – Wednesday 11th March at 10:30am to midday.

The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration, but its donation.
Corrie Ten Boom.

Methodist Church Services
For further information please contact Revd. Stephen Spain on 01865 763676
or visit the Oxford Methodist Circuit website: www.oxfordmethodists.org.uk

Great Milton History

The history of Great Milton is important and our collection of records, photos, 
family details, graves, houses, the Church et al is important  -  it is essential   to keep 
this small (at present) society alive and well.

Should you wish to contact us during this 'mini interregnum', come and visit on 
the first Wednesday of the month, or use our website gmhistorysociety@outlook.com
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The big worry now is how many of our recently transplanted trees, will have 
survived last summer’s drought, as some in the same area are showing possible buds so 
I guess it will shortly be obvious if we have to replant. Happily, it seems that most have 
withstood the last summer’s drought.

Now is the time of the farmland bird count, as long as we have decent enough 
weather for them to show themselves. Needless to say, we never see those birds that 
tend to be on the rare side, that demonstrates how our conservation work is doing what 
it is meant to, but then such is life.

A few years ago, we decided that we should form a farm cluster, with the idea of 
those of us with land that drained into the River Thame clubbing together to see if we 
could encourage support to do some conservation work on the catchment. As well as 
forming a group that could work together on all sorts of local issues that could in hance 
the river catchment, including producing food viably. Initially there were two such 
clusters for the whole river, we felt it could be more effective if one cluster was formed, 
so the now existing “Thame Catchment Farm Cluster” was inaugurated. We then we 
were approached by the “River Thame Conservation Trust” (RTCT) to see if enough 
of us would be interested in a “Landscape Recovery” scheme that one of the 
government departments had come up with and were prepared to support “RTCT”, 
to come up with a scheme. This they have now dome within the given time of 2 ½ 
years. Every field riverbank and feature, of each participating farm has been logged into 
the scheme, which farmers have been asked to agree to, as this will not have much 
effect on the productivity of each individual farm, I would imagine most will agree. We 
are led to believe that the capital cost of each scheme will be funded from central funds. 
This is all very exciting as it means that we will be able to provide habitats that we 
would otherwise not have been able to fund ourselves. There is a lot of official and legal 
hurdles/hoops for us to jump through but with the help and guidance “RTCT”, I am 
sure it could well come to fruition, although we have to commit to 20 years.

Whereas I am very much in favour of the conservation of the environment, we have 
to be aware it is not as simple as that now. Years ago the then “Thames Conservancy” 
used to dredge the river every 5 or so years, now we want to leave it alone for nature to 
take its course. Unfortunately, now with all the development along the catchment the 
river really has to be a drainage ditch, with us farmers having to put up with extensive 
flooding let alone in places householders. We now have to work on ways to produce 
food as well as look after the ecosystems, both along the catchment and adjacent land.  

Anyone could be excused for thinking why should we be paying landowners to 
protect ecosystems, well a recent study titled “Global Biodiversity loss, Ecosystem 
Collapse and National Security”, suggests a terse stark warning that our food 
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Tons Together (Little Milton) WI

In February we learnt all about Adele’s trip to Welgevonden in South Africa and the 
wonderful wildlife. She also sold her handsewn cards and we held a raffle, fundraising 
for her Girlguiding trip to India in August.

It’s our AGM on 12 March at the earlier time of 7pm, followed by a First Aid 
workshop at 7.30pm with Sue from the British Red Cross. This aligns with the 
national WI resolution/campaign, ‘Bystanders can be lifesavers’. Everyone always 
welcome, men too! 

Visitors £6, or join up & get the March meeting FREE - £54 for 2026/27
Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton, The Haseleys, Stadhampton or 

surrounding villages, new to the area, want to meet new people, make new friends? 
Then join Tons Together WI and meet like-minded, local women of all ages in an 
informal, friendly group. 

We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month in the Pine Lodge OX44 7PZ at 
7.30pm.

Too shy to come by yourself or need a lift? Contact us & we’ll find you a WI buddy. 
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
Pine Lodge website: www.lmvh.org.uk 
Kath Stacey 01844-279438  tonstogetherwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

security is at risk. This was prepared for the “Joint Intelligence Committee” which 
oversees MI5 and MI6 and was due to be published last Autumn but was shelved, (like 
many other contentious issues), but now released by DEFRA. This report states that 
the collapse of ecosystems and biodiversity will affect our ability to produce enough 
food in the UK. This of course will mean we would have to rely on importing food in 
an uncertain world situation, and that it is far cheaper to support home produce.

Charles Peers

Great Haseley and District Horticultural Society

The Great Haseley and District Horticultural Society is a historic local society, 
growing out of the dig for victory campaign in World War II.  We have been organising 
talks, demonstrations, arts and crafts events, garden visits, provide discounts on seeds 
and of course run our annual show.   The show has long been an important part of rural 
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life; there are pictures of horticultural shows, predating the current society, at Great 
Haseley dating back to the Victorian era.   We were encouraged last year that the show 
does have a future as we had a lot of new exhibitors, including many children, but we 
are struggling to stage the show this year due to the lack of new volunteers to help 
organise and to run the show on the day.  It’s not a lot of work if we have enough 
people! More generally we also want to provide events that are relevant and interest 
people and would welcome suggestions for things we could organise.

To start a conversation about the future of the society, we would like to invite you 
to our AGM on 24th March 2026 at 7:30pm in Great Haseley Village Hall.  The 
future of the show will be on the agenda.   The chapel, the society owns on Back Way 
in Great Haseley, will also be discussed as we would like to secure its long-term future 
as a local asset.  If you are a property solicitor or a building surveyor we could do with 
some help to achieve this!

If you are unable to come to the AGM, but would like to contribute to the 
discussion, are able to help us or are interested in joining us, please email ghdhs_
enquiries@outlook.com.

Louise Bird, Chair GHDHS 

Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum

Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum tells the story of the county’s military heritage 
through 50 objects in new exhibition

· New exhibition displays 50 key objects which tell the story of the county’s 
military heritage from 21 March - 30 April 2026

· Objects on display illustrate Oxfordshire stories from the Napoleonic Wars to the 
Second World War

· Insights into wartime life in the county, and the history of the two county 
regiments, The Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire Light Infantry and Queen’s 
Own Oxfordshire Hussars

· Alongside the exhibition, the museum will be offering 50 Objects outreach talks, 
bringing their collections to you

Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum, the county’s military history museum based in 
Woodstock, will open a brand-new exhibition entitled Oxfordshire’s Military Heritage 
in 50 Objects from 21 March to 30 April 2026.
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The collection of objects going into the exhibition combine highlights from the 
museum’s permanent displays from the past 10 years with recently donated items on 
show for the first time. Museum Director, Ursula Corcoran, said;

“50 Objects brings many objects out of the archive and into the public gaze for the 
first time. We hope visitors will be inspired by the county’s military heritage and even 
think of the family stories and treasures they hold themselves”.

The objects have been selected from the 14,500 items preserved in the collection of 
SOFO Museum to give a glimpse into the story of Oxfordshire’s military heritage. 
These objects tell the stories of residents of the county and the soldiers of Oxfordshire’s 
regiments who have been impacted by, and influenced, conflict across the centuries.

Oxfordshire’s military story stretches back nearly 2000 years, from the earliest 
named soldier in the county, Lucius Valerius Geminus, a veteran of the Second 
Augustan Legion who was buried at Alcester in 79AD. The county’s regiments played 
roles in shaping the most significant conflicts of the last 200 years, from Waterloo to 
pivotal battles of the First and Second World Wars.

Throughout history, Oxfordshire soldiers have led the charge, at the forefront of 
world-changing events. A 19th century shako cap and Waterloo Medal highlight the 
52nd (Oxfordshire) Regiment of Foot’s role in Napoleon’s defeat at the battle and 
encounter with his Imperial Guard.

A signed sketch and set of binoculars are used to illustrate their descendants’ 
famous role during     D-Day, 1944. 2nd Battalion Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry were some of the first British troops to land in Normandy, leading the 
capture of two vital bridges over the Orne River and Caen canal in the early hours of 
the morning. The sketch of a Horsa glider, signed by the men who took part in the 
capture of what would become known as Pegasus Bridge, includes a note from one of 
the glider pilots, SSgt Wallwork, who wrote;

‘On 5-6th June ’44 I carried the best troops (Ox & Bucks & Engineers) in both 
Airborne Divisions (but don’t tell t’others).’

The exhibition will include a collection of objects first uncovered by a French 
farmer in 2013, alongside the remains of an unidentified officer. Scraps of a uniform, 
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badges, buttons, a pocket watch and trench whistle provided some clues which helped 
museum volunteers narrow down his identity to one of a small number of candidates, 
including Osmond Bartle Wordsworth, a collateral descendant of the famous poet, 
William Wordsworth. However, it was a chance encounter with a visitor to the 
museum, who knew another descendant that enabled DNA testing, through the  
Ministry of Defence, Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre (JCCC), which finally 
confirmed his identity.

In 2022, 9 years from when he was discovered, and 105 years since he fell during 
the Battle of Arras, his grave was rededicated in his name, no longer an unknown 
casualty of war. Ingram Murray, one of the volunteers involved with the research that 
helped identify Lt. Wordsworth, explains;

“After prolonged research with another volunteer using a wide range of sources, we 
successfully established that the remains were of Lieutenant Osmond Wordsworth, 
who had transferred to the Machine Gun Corps before being killed in action”.

One of the most recently donated objects that will go on display for the first time 
at the museum is incredibly local – a set of beautifully decorated blackout curtains that 
came from a house on Park Street, Woodstock, just doors down from the museum.

Discovered while clearing a loft, the curtains had belonged to Joan Mary 
Shelmadine, one of the founders of the Samson press, which operated out of 
Woodstock from 1937. Dated 1941, the curtains had been used throughout the 
Second World War, then remained in the house in Woodstock ever since.

Alongside the exhibition, the museum will be expanding its outreach programme 
by taking a package of talks themed around 50 Objects on the road, offering to bring 
selections of objects with an expert speaker to clubs, societies and organisations across 
the county. Talks and speakers are now bookable by contacting the museum or visiting 
the website.

Alongside its many volunteers that have contributed to and made this exhibition 
possible, the museum would like to thank the Greening Lambourne Trust for 
supporting the development of this new exhibition and outreach programme.
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Diary
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

Saturday

All copy (except adverts) to gmbulletin@hotmail.co.uk by 20th March 2026
Sheppard Cottage, Lychgate Lane, Great Milton, Oxford OX44 7PD

Adverts to the Clerk, Jacqueline Wren
clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk

The views expressed in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor nor of the Parish Council.
The Editor reserves the right to not print items submitted for publication, and to edit those which are published.

Spark Yoga – The Neighbours’ Hall. 9:15am
contact Claire – sparkyoga1111@gmail.com to book or for more details
Athletics Club.Year 8+. 6:00 – 7:30pm. Horspath Sports & Athletics Ground.
enquiries.gmac@gmail.com
2nd Wed. Coffee Morning at The Methodist Chapel. 10:00am – Midday.
The Neighbours Club. Alternate Thursdays. contact Janet Earl – 01844 279432
Sandy Lane Farm Market. 10:00am – 5:30pm.
contact Sandy Lane Farm – 01844 279269. www,sandylanefarm.net
Athletics Club. Year 4–7. 6:00 – 7:30pm. Horspath Sports & Athletics Ground.
enquiries.gmac@gmail.com
Badminton – Great Milton School Hall. 7:00pm – 10:00pm.
contact Daphne Holland – 01844 214198
Vinyasa Flow Yoga – The Neighbours’ Hall. 9:15am
contact Claire – sparkyoga1111@gmail.com to book or for more details
Sandy Lane Farm Market. 10:00am – 5:30pm.
contact Sandy Lane Farm – 01844 279269. www,sandylanefarm.net
Old Field. 2nd Saturday of each month. 10:15am – 12:00pm.
contact Alex Kirkman – 01844 278090
Sandy Lane Farm Market. 10:00am – 2:00pm.
contact Sandy Lane Farm – 01844 279269. www,sandylanefarm.net

March
 13th Fri Neighbours’ Hall AGM 6:00pm
 16th Mon Parish Council Meeting at The Pavilion 7:30pm
 20th Fri Book & Puzzle Library at The Neighbours’ Hall 11:00am
   Quiz Night at The Neighbours’ Hall 7:00pm
 25th Wed Coffee Morning at The Pavilion 10:30am

May
 9th Sat Croquet Competition & Party at The Pavilion tbc
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