Great Milton Parish Council

Clerk: Jacqueline Wren
Email: clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Great Milton Parish Council held in the
Pavilion on Monday the 18" May 2026 at 8pm

Present:
Malcolm Horsley (MH - Chair)

David Harms (DH - Vice-Chair)
Richard Oliver (RO - Councillor)

In attendance:

Andrew Webster (AW - Parish Clerk)
Jacqueline Wren (JW - Parish Clerk)
Two members of the public

18/26 Election of Chair

DH proposed MH as Chair, RO seconded.
Councillor Malcolm Horsley elected as Chair.

19/26 Election of Vice Chair

MH proposed DH as vice chair, RO seconded.
Councillor David Harms elected as Vice-Chair.

20/26 Signing of Declaration of Acceptance Forms

MH and DH signed declarations of acceptance.

21/26 Apologies for Absence

Sarah MacMahon (Councillor)
Andrew Noble (Councillor)

22/26 Declarations of members’ interests
Nothing was declared.

23/26 Reports

South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC)

A monthly report was received from the District Councillor Georgina Heritage — see
Attachment 1.

DH noted that the report included a significant piece on Great Haseley Industrial Estate.



DH further noted that the depot was not supported locally and that no traffic plan had yet
been published. Also, planting around the site is to be revised.It was agreed that these
aspects need monitoring.

It was noted that the extension of use of the Culham site has taken place in
contradiction of the notion, promulgated during the planning process, that there was a
hard deadline for the end of the lease at Culham and therefore urgency to move
forward, and insufficient time to continue to search for a more appropriate site.

RO noted that the road surface outside the site is in poor condition, which is being
further exacerbated by heavy machinery accessing the site. It was agreed that this
needs monitoring with a view to making representations to see that the surface is
reinstated to a good standard.

DH noted that Georgina Heritage had replied to the Council’s recent planning queries, also
noting the recent changes to the SODC planning system. DH will reply to acknowledge this.

24/26 Allotments

This item is carried forward to the next meeting.

25/26 Correspondence and Public Discussion

No items were received in advance of the meeting, but some questions were raised at the
meeting.

A member of the public asked whether there is any further plan to resurrect a village shop?
MH indicated that this has already been investigated by a small group who concluded it
was not financially viable. While supporting the idea of a shop, the Council had no plans to
instigate any initiatives, although are broadly in support of others doing so.

RO said he had also been contacted by people in the village interested in participating in
reviving the shop and possibly extending to a cafe, and offered to pass on contacts.

The idea of fitness/community gym facilities was raised, particularly aimed at younger
members of the community. MH noted that this might be feasible. JW pointed out that
there were already limited outdoor facilities adjacent to the playground.

26/26 Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting of 20t April were approved and signed by MH.

27/26 To consider the following new or amended policies:

- Financial Regulations

- Freedom of Information procedure and publication scheme

- Risk Assessment

The Council agreed to defer consideration of these updated policies to the next meeting.



28/26 Planning Applications:
The following planning application was considered:

P26/S1055/FUL & P26/S1056/LB
Le Manoir Aux Quat Saisons, Church Rd, Great Milton OX44
7PD Demolition and replacement of flat roof.

- Consultation deadline 28" May

The council had no concerns about the roof itself as this is not visible, but would
like reassurance that plant or equipment on the roof will be adequately screened
from the churchyard.

29/26 Finance

A The following payments were authorised:

Payee Element Amount Date Minute
Ref
Order
Agreed
Shield Dog waste — May £100.10 | 20/05/26
Maintenance Ltd. 26
Green & Growing Mowing — April 26 £720.00 | 20/05/26 144/25
(John Pattisson)
Jonathan Dudley Bulletin — May 26 £330.66 | 20/05/26
Jane Olds Internal Audit 2025- £210.00 | 20/05/26
26
Oxfordshire Annual £252.00 | 20/05/26
Association of Membership GMPC
Local Councils
Tiddington Parish | Bus shelter cleaning £50 | 20/05/26
Council
Castle Water Water allotments £5.76 | 20/05/26

B The following monthly Direct Debit payments were noted;

Clerk’'s salary  £480.00 30/04/26
Scribe Accounts £37.20 01/05/26
Bank Charges £7.00 30/04/26

BT plc £14.23 24/04/26



C Receipts (since 1st April)

The following receipts were noted:
£12,000 Precept instalment from SODC
£737 CIL monies from SODC (Milton Common development)
£100 in Allotment Rental 2026-27
£650 in Bulletin Advertising 2026-27

D The Bank Reconciliation, and Bank Statement up to 30th April 2026 was received
and signed by MH.

E Donations
The Council resolved to donate £100 to Home Start Southern Oxfordshire —
supporting parents to create better starts for children.

30/26 Training:

The following forthcoming training courses with OALC were discussed:

Roles and Responsibilities — 13" July — AW to consider attending.

Councillor Fundamentals - 1st October 18:30 online - recommended for Councillors.
New Clerks Training - 29th September - AW to attend.

31/26 Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
The Annual Internal Audit Report for 2025/26 was received and signed.

Areas highlighted for action were:
- Risk assessment
- Digital and data compliance

JW has already actioned the risk assessments requirements, while more work is required
on data compliance for the forthcoming year.

32/26 Annual Governance Statement 2025/26
The Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26 was received and signed.

Three statements where the Council have responded ‘No’ will require supporting
information to the external auditors and action to address these areas for the forthcoming
year.

1. Risk assessment
2. Address matters raised in last audit
3. Digital and data compliance

33/26 Annual Accounting Statements 2025/26
The annual accounting statements were agreed and signed.

34/26 Notice of Elector’s Rights
It was agreed that the period for the exercise of public rights will be17th June to 28th July.



35/26 Items for next agenda or information only

- Speeding in the village
- Motion to co-opt David Mainon and Darren Timms as Councillors
- Torequest an update from Le Manoir.

Meeting closed at 20.48

The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be held
on Monday 15" June starting at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.

Agenda items for the June meeting are due to the Clerk
by Wednesday, 3 June 2026



Attachment 1

District Councillor Report
Haseley Brook ward
6t May 2026

Cllr Georgina Heritage

georgina.heritage@southoxon.gov.uk

Local Matters - What I’'ve been doing

On local planning matters, the appeal against the refusal of planning application P25/51430/0
- land at Watlington Road Lewknor (up to 25 homes) will be heard in Abingdon on 3™ June. | will
attend the hearing and have been working with the parish council and neighbourhood plan group
on additional responses, which were submitted to the inspector in good time.

The town and parish council online planning forum was on 21st April, which | and other district
councillors also attended as it provided an overview of the new planning systems. The obsolete
Ocella system has now been replaced and | found the online session to be very helpful, as | hope did
the parish councils in attendance. If any parish councils would like me to send them the slides from
this meeting, please let me know.

The new planning system is up and running but not yet completely functional, as there are still
some teething problems to address. I've had a couple of calls with an IT officer to explore the
system as a user, and | spent some time with one of our parish chairs yesterday afternoon looking at
some of the areas on the system which look different to the old one, and to check for glitches. For
example, we learned that if a planning reference number isn’t entered (ie “advanced search”), the
system doesn’t like the ward name. | had no problems searching under parish names, but once the
ward name is entered searches come up as “zero records”. This is now being investigated by IT, but
please bear it in mind if searching for records without reference numbers.

We also learned for example that if you wish to read submitted comments, you currently need to do
this via the Documents tab (not the Comments tab). And also that if you’re using a tablet and need
to scroll through documents, you have to click the Hand icon to allow scrolling. Much of this is
about getting used to something new, but officers are keen to be made aware of any issues. If you
encounter hiccups with the system you are welcome to let me know and I’ll take it up on your
behalf.

This may be a good time to remind parish councils that they can book online planning

surgeries with officers. The planning team holds monthly surgeries for members of town and


https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S1430/O

parish councils to discuss can general planning queries and they can book their 15-minute online

meeting using this planning surgery link .

| had the opportunity to visit Haseley Trading Estate in April, to look at the site works so far.
The schedule is running behind due to nesting birds and bats, but an arrangement has been made
with Culham and the Haseley site is likely to be operational in early 2027. The much-awaited traffic
plan is in discussion but may not be ready for consideration quite as early as previously hoped. | am
on alert for the emergence of the traffic plan and will keep Little Milton and Stadhampton parish
councils informed.

Understanding that drainage was one of the main concerns of the most local residents to the site, |
asked lots of questions and was advised that the drainage and attenuation methods are expected to
result in less surface water reaching the culvert than when the previous business (Ariens) was
operating the site.

Efficiencies on site are resulting in a 97% recycling rate (including minimal groundwork waste due to
crushing on site for hardcore). With the retained building, all parts are being retained or reinstalled
where possible. In terms of screening, the planting will now be deeper which will have a positive
impact from a visibility perspective. | asked for more details on this and the drainage, which might
be of interest to parish councils and residents:

Drainage

e The Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) was a pre-commencement condition which has
been discharged.

e The site before redevelopment was predominantly covered with buildings with associated
hard standing, with surface water collected via the roofs of the buildings with minimal
attenuation. The retained building area is approximately a quarter of what was there
previously.

e Where the retained building and hardstanding is located at the front of the site, attenuation
has been introduced to improve this area.

e The remainder of the site uses a number of strategies, the operational vehicle and new
parking to the rear of the site have permeable paving to the parking bays, new areas of hard
standing for access routes have attenuation to both to both areas of parking, there are
interceptors within the surface water system and a dedicated separator for the fuelling bay.

e We have been in discussion with OCC who own the land we connect into and they have
undertaken their own surveys for condition and will be undertaking remedial works.

e The wash bay has a dedicated separator and connects to the existing foul drainage system,
the retained building has new connections to the existing systems.

Landscaping

e As part of discharging the pre-commencement conditions there has been further discussion
with the landscape officer with some changes of species and adjustment of fence lines.


https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/TownandParishPlanningbookings@capitacouncilspartnership.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/

e In the north west corner of the site near the foot path the fencelines have been brought
inward and planting species revised to increase density and screening.

e There have also been some changes to the mix to the fronts southwest corner to provide
more screening in front of the new fence in line with the vision spay constraints we have
from OCC.

Social Value

e Beard are delivering Social Value as part of the contract, with areas including, CO2
offsetting, work experience, homeless back to work events, wellbeing initiatives, women in
construction, use of local supply chains within a 30 mile radius of the site where possible,
and waste recycling reporting.

e Beard are keen to work with the surrounding primary schools to promote construction
safety, and also a marvellous machines event.

Council Matters

Cabinet member for environment Clir Sue Cooper recently wrote a useful reminder / update on
litter, recycling and the council’s responsibilities, including a link to the new BinDays app
service:

Under the Environmental Protection Act 1990, South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District
Councils are classed as ‘Principal Litter Authorities’ and have the responsibility for "maintaining the
highway (and adopted highway) and ensuring that the relevant land within their areas is kept clear
of litter and refuse so far as is practicable.” The Council and its waste collection and street cleaning
contractor, Biffa, use the Defra ‘Code of Practice’ to assess the type of cleaning required. Biffa is
therefore employed to carry out the following tasks:

¢ Adopted highway, pavement and path mechanical sweeping

e Litter picking

e Litter and dog waste bin emptying (from bins belonging to the District Council on the adopted
highway. (Parish Councils employ whoever they wish to empty their dog bins). This will be done as
frequently as is required to ensure sufficient capacity is available for use. So there is no set
timetable for bin emptying but if a bin is reported to the contractor as full, it must be emptied
within a set timescale depending on the location of the bin.

* Deep cleaning including leaf fall — to be arranged in conjunction with the parish council.
e Fly tip removal
e Graffiti and fly posting removal from District Council owned property

¢ Dead animal removal



Town centres with heavy pedestrian and/or vehicle movements are cleaned on a daily basis.

Other areas are cleaned when it is needed. So if you think a particular location is in need of some
attention, please email Biffa at admin.southoxford @biffa.co.uk or call them on 01235 422123 giving
them details of the location including the street name and ask them to clear it. Likewise if you come
across instances of other problems they have to deal with from the list above, it would be helpful if
you could notify Biffa with details.

Recycling Update

We are disappointed to report that South Oxfordshire dropped to third place amongst English
Council areas for our recycling rate for the year 2024/2025 having been top for the previous 2 years.
Our rate actually dropped to 61.3% and the national figure for recycling also fell. These figures were
for the year ending in March last year so let’s try and get back to the top during this current year
which has just started please? And better still would be to reduce the amount of waste we
generate. The County Council has to pay a gate fee of so much per tonne to have our residual waste
burned to generate electricity. That fee is quite high so reducing our residual waste would help ease
the financial burden on OCC.

Just to note, the County Council provides the Oakley Wood household waste recycling centre and
indeed others around the county like Redbridge. Since the booking system for these was introduced
there have been concerns this might increase flytipping. So incidences of this are being closely
monitored by the district councils. According to the latest figures that has not been the case but it is
early days so please be alert and report any fly tips you see to Biffa please, carefully noting any
evidence of where it might have come from. SODC has carried out a number of successful
prosecutions on offenders.

And finally on all things bins...

We are pleased to confirm the launch of BinDays, our new web app for residents to find out when
their bins will be emptied for their next two scheduled waste and recycling collections.

BinDays has been provided by our IT team to replace Binzone which we are no longer able to
support, due to updated internet security standards. BinDays will provide a more reliable and easier
to manage system going forward.

If people are using a smartphone, once they enter their postcode and select the ‘install instructions’
button, they will be able to add the app to their mobile for easy access next time.

Residents can access the service at whitehorsedc.gov.uk/BinDays or southoxon.gov.uk/BinDays

Please help us spread the word and share our social media posts later this week, and please do let
us know if you have any feedback on BinDays.

Please note, the BinDays web app does not collect any user data.

Live Streaming is being introduced for full council meetings, which will appear (via Microsoft

Teams) on the council’'s Committee Meetings YouTube channel



mailto:admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/BinDays
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/BinDays
https://southandvale.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=e8d00c6480&e=64c606b81d

Both South and Vale already livestream a wide range of meetings - from Cabinet and Scrutiny to
Planning and Licensing - but were unable to stream full Council meetings due to space and technical
limitations, as full Council meetings had to be held offsite. Thanks to newly available space at Abbey
House, the councils can now host full Council meetings, meaning people will be able to watch the
discussions and decisions that matter most to our communities. The intention is to strengthen
openness, accountability and public engagement - ensuring more people can stay connected to the

democratic process.

The first livestreamed SODC full council meeting will be on the evening of 14" May.

The Renters’ Rights Act started coming into effect on 1t May, which introduces new powers for
councils and new standards required for landlords and their properties. SODC will have a statutory
duty to enforce the new landlord legislation, and we are anticipating an increase in demand for
housing needs services from May. The council worked hard to prepare for the changes and the
impact it will have on housing services — including raising awareness of the new legislation amongst
private sector landlords and helping them get on top of the changes — as well as raising awareness

with private sector renters in our districts.

You can find out more at www.southoxon.gov.uk/renters-rights-act and at

gov.uk/rentingischanging

If you have any questions about the Renters’ Rights Act you can email

housing@southandvale.gov.uk.
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