Great Milton Parish Council
Clerk: Andrew Webster
Email: clerk@greatmilton-pc.gov.uk
Minutes of the  Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd June 2026 at 7:30pm in the Pavilion at the Recreation Ground, Great Milton
Present: Councillors Malcolm Horsley (Chair, MH), David Harms (Vice-Chair, DH), Sarah MacMahon (SM)

In attendance: Andrew Webster (Clerk, AW), Jacqueline Wren (Clerk, AW), Georgina Heritage (GH, District Councillor), Niall Kingston (Le Manoir)

A tribute to Steve Harrod
Steve Harrod died on 11th June.  The Council wished to place on record its appreciation for his hard work for the local community as district and parish councillor.  
The Council resolved to add a memorial plaque to the existing bench in the garden of The Bull Inn, which already bears a plaque in memory of his wife, to commemorate his life and contribution.

36/26 Apologies for Absence
Andrew Noble (Councillor)
Richard Oliver (Councillor)

37/26 Variation of order of business:

The Council agreed to move the Manoir report to immediately after 39/26.

38/26 Declarations of members’ interests : None

39/26 Co-option of Councillors

The Council voted to co-opt the following as new members:

· David Mainon	
· Darren Timms

40/26	Council wards

The Council reviewed and updated the allocation of wards as follows:

Kings Head House/Red Roofs to Wheatley Boundary		Malcolm Horsley
Thame Road, Fullers Field and Green Hitchings			David Mainon
Thame Road from Green Hitchings to A329				Sarah MacMahon	
The Green from Priory Bank to Tara/Applewood			David Harms
The Old Garage to North End Cottage, Lower End			Darren Timms
Church Road to Monkery Farm/The Priory				Richard Oliver
Milton Common							Andrew Noble

41/26 Minutes of the previous meeting
The  minutes of the Annual Meeting of 18th May 2026 were approved and signed by MH.

42/26 Reports
The Council received reports from the County Councillor and  District Councillor.

County councillor report
District councillor report

The District Councillor was in attendance to receive questions and elaborate on developments.
GH noted that the window for Capital Grant applications had opened.  MH raised the issue that, regarding the playground,  the need that has arisen to pay SODC planning dept to prove that planning isn’t required before application can be made.  It was agreed that the clerk would send details and background information to GH for her follow up,  as it did not appear reasonable to the council that payment should be required prior to an application.
GH outlined details to changes in planning rules coming into force in October.  The clerk was tasked with passing these on to councillors.
Regarding the Haseley Industrial Estate,  GH noted that the transport plan is expected in July,  this will initially be notified to Little Milton Parish Council.  RO asked for clarification on responsibilities.  GH agreed to seek to clarify respective roles of OCC, SODC & Biffa.  
Councillors raised concerns that extensions to use of existing site, contrary to initial communications, had eroded trust between the parish, neighbouring parishes and local councils,  as it was contrary to what had been stated at planning meetings prior to the granting of planning permission for the Haseley site.

43/26 Le Manoir Aux Quat Saisons

The Council received a verbal report from Niall Kingston on progress of building works at Le Manoir.

Building works are underway,  currently enabling works are taking place to prepare the infrastructure for the interior and construction work to follow. The topsoil/subsoil mound currently visible is material in  storage to be returned to the site later
Regarding the flat roof of the kitchen immediately behind the churchyard wall, the Manoir is currently looking at alternatives to roof mounting of air conditioning units etc.  that is acceptable to planning authorities, with the aim of reducing any noise both through repositioning at lower level and use of newer plant.
Construction is on time for a projected re-opening in September 2027.
The current 50 builders on site will increase to 60-80 as building work progresses,  new staff start rehiring from Sept with main recruitment starting Jan 27.
RO asked what mitigation around the entrance would take place.  Mr Kingston reported that by July the new entrance road to staff car park should be in place providing direct access from the A329 for remaining works.

44/26 Correspondence and Public Discussion
No representations/questions from the public have been received in relation to remaining items on the agenda.
45/26 Allotments
To consider matters relating to the allotments (carried forward from the May meeting).
The Council resolved to carry forward this item  to next meeting, and noted that the school should be consulted on any proposals that might affect it.

46/26 Traffic in the village

MH reported back on the Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) in place
Data has been collected from Thame Road SID – the other SIDs do not record data.  The average speed past this SID is 22mph.  The SIDs have helped to raise awareness of speeding in the village, and have specifically enabled follow up with the proprietors of some service vehicles  seen to be speeding with a positive outcome in terms of road safety. 
The Council tasked the clerk with bringing to the attention of  OCC the need to increase visibility of national speed limit road sign in lower end so that vehicles are aware of where the speed limit changes when exiting the village
DM raised the issue of speeding in the forties.  MH noted that there were a range of actions the parish council might explore in the future in relation to this, such as an additional SID or working with OCC to suggest traffic calming measures, changes in signage or other options.

47/26 Haseley Trading Estate site

The Council noted that the District Councillors report and update give an expected time for the traffic plan to be produced as some time in July.
The Council resolved to add this as a standing item to future agendas in order to monitor progress and to ensure accountability from SODC.

48/26 The Council resolved to adopt the following policies:

· Financial regulations
· Freedom of Information procedure and publication scheme
· Risk Assessment


49/26 Planning Applications

Ref: P26/S0993/FUL
Proposal: Ground floor extension, introduction of 3no. additional car parking spaces, cycle storage and a surface water attenuation pond.
Location: Stanley House, Edon Business Park, Thame Road, Wheatley, OX331JN
The Council noted this application and has no strong view for or against this development.
Ref: P26/S1073/LDP 
Proposal: Side extension and alterations to fenestration to western elevation Location: The Sands Stadhampton Road Great Milton Oxford OX44 7PE
	The Council expressed no objections to this application.

50/26 Finance

A Payments for authorisation: The following payments were authorised for payment in June.


	Payee 
	Element 
	Amount 
	Date 
	Minute  Ref  
Order  
Agreed

	Shield  
Maintenance Ltd. 
	Dog waste – June 26
	£109.20 
	3/6
	

	Green & Growing (John Pattisson)
	Mowing – June 26 
	£585.00
	11/6
	144/25

	Jonathan Dudley 
	Bulletin 
	TBC 
	
	

	OALC
	New Clerks training
	£150.00
	4/6
	

	MH
	100th birthday flowers
	£100
	18/5
	

	Great Milton Recreation Ground Management Committee
	Reimbursement for insurance costs for 2025-6
	£1534.28
	17/6
	

	GMRGMC
	Pavilion maintenance grant 2025-6
	£400.00
	17/6
	



B The Bank Reconciliation, Statement of Accounts and Bank Statements up to 31st May 2026 were received by the Council and signed by MH.


C The following direct debits/monthly payments and previously authorised payments for June were also noted:
Clerk’s salary £480.00 (JW) & £449.40 (AW)
Scribe Accounts £37.20 
Bank Charges £7.00 
BT plc £14.23  
Zurich Insurance £396.00
PCC donation for mowing churchyard £1100.00
                         
D The Council received the budget monitoring update circulated with the minutes.

51/26 Actions from the previous meeting

· Booking of training courses

AW booked onto New Clerk course.

Councillor fundamentals 1st October 18:30 (online - £70 per person)

The Council tasked the clerk with booking a place on this course.

· Publication of period of electors rights (17th June to 28th July)

The council noted that the statutory documents in relation to the exercise of public rights to inspect the accounts and auditor’s reports are published on the website.  The notice of the period of public rights has also been posted on the parish notice boards. 

52/26 Training

The clerk to circulate  OALC (Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils) link to training courses available to councillors.

53/26 Items for next agenda or information only
Haseley Industrial Estate
Le Manoir development

The meeting closed at 8.50pm
The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be held on
Monday 20th July 2026 starting at 7.30pm in The Pavilion.
Agenda items for the July meeting are due to the Clerk by
Wednesday, 8th July 2026

Appendix : Actions agreed


	Action
	Who?
	Done

	Plaque for Steve Harrod
	MH
	

	Create D Mainon & D Timms emails
	AW
	

	Circulate planning changes email from GH
	AW
	

	Check wards in bulletin & update for next edition
	AW
	

	Send details of correspondence around planning permission for playground to GH
	JW
	

	Request OCC to remove foliage obscuring road signs
	JW
	

	Make agreed payments from the bank account
	JW
	

	Add new policies to the web site
	AW
	

	Respond to planning applications
	AW
	

	Make bookings for councillor fundamentals course
	AW
	

	Circulate OALC training courses link
	AW
	



